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Preface

IN THE FIRST chapter of this book there is much that is not my own. I have
relied heavily on the work of American, European, Chinese, and Japanese students
of T‘ang civilization. In later chapters the reader will find rather more of my original
labors, though I have tried to conceal most of the impedimenta of scholarship and
criticism in the notes at the end of the book. Even in the later chapters, however,
I stand on many learned shoulders. I am most grateful for the assistance of my col-
leagues, living and dead, in these necessary acrobatics, but above all to the peerless
Berthold Laufer, to whom this book is unavoidably dedicated.

Much of the work which produced this book was made possible by a research
grant from the American Council of Learned Societies, and I am most grateful to
them. Particular thanks are due Dr. Joseph Needham, who generously allowed me
to use his library of books and articles on the history of science and technology at
Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge.

Translations of poetry are my own, unless otherwise stated; Mr. Arthur Waley
is the second most common contributor. The epigraphs to chapters i and ii are from
the Revised Standard Version of the Bible.

E.H.S.
Berkeley, California
February, 1962
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