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Martha Brill Olcott chronicles the pageant of Kazakh history as it marches
across the vast steppes of Central Asia. She details the major events that have
shaped the character of this Islamic nation of Turkic speaking people, which
exists as a cultural and ethnic minority within the political boundaries of the
Soviet Union.

The Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic encompasses an area of more than
one million square miles, shares a long and strategic border with China, is
larger than Western Europe, and has a population that is the fourth largest in
the Soviet Union. Professor Olcott highlights the critical economic and
political problems that confront the seven million people of the Kazakh
nation.

“Her work demonstrates an intimate knowledge of Kazakh history and
the contemporary scene. There are other books on Kazakh history and
Kazakhstan, but none of the same magnitude and scholarly quality as
Professor Olcott's.” (Wayne S. Vucinich, Professor Emeritus, History
Department, Stanford University)
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