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FOREWORD

Professor Owen Lattimore retired from the Chair of Chinese
Studies and the Directorship of the Center for Research on Chi-
na at the University of Leeds in 1970 at the age of seventy.
Since then he has been active and productive in his scholarly
pursuits as ever, lecturing, travelling, and writing. Many
honors have been bestowed upon him in recent years. In 1969
he became the first scholar from the West to be invested as a
foreign member of the Mongolian Academy of Sciences. He was
elected an Honorary Member of the K4rasi Csoma Society in Hun-
gary in 1971.

Mongolian studies in this country and in the West owe him
in no small measure. Professor Owen Lattimore was the pioneer
in initiating modern Mongolian studies as a coherent discipline
in the 1940's in this country. He has spent many fruitful years
in China and Central Asia and many of his unique experiences
have produced a number of significant scholarly works which are
now considered as classics., His broad knowledge and keen obser-
vation has enriched his distinguished scholarship. He has been
a true friend to the Mongols. His profound understanding and
deep sympathy toward the Mongols has earned him the great res-
pect and deep affection of the Mongols regardless of their pol-
itical backgrounds.

In order to honor this great scholar, in commemorating his
retirement, the colleagues in Leeds University are preparing a
Festschrift with a broader participation by those closely asso-
ciated with him during his career. The Mongolia Society too
wishes to honor this great scholar who is now the elected Pres-
ident of the Society with a commemorative volume. However,
since we do not wish to duplicate the efforts of Leeds Univer-
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sity, we have not attempted to solicit articles from a broader
spectrum of scholars, but limited ourselves to a very few Mongol-
ists. The editors of this small volume have been long time as-
sociates from his Mongol Project days at Johns Hopkins Univer-

sity. Thus we dedicate this small volume to him whom we owe
much in life.

JGH
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