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To our readers

L. The People's Republic of China Yearbook, or China Yearbook for short, is
a most authoritative and comprehensive yearbook reflecting China's achievements
in implementing its reform and open policy and its modernization drive as well as
the major policies and events. Compiled by the yearbook’s editorial board of
Xinhua News Agency, China Yearbook has its Chinese and English editions
distributed worldwide. This is the 27th issue with over three million characters in
its Chinese edition and some 1.5 million words in its English edition.

2. The title of China Yearbook is the calligraphic work of the late Honorary
President of the People's Republic of China Mme Soong Ching Ling, which the
English edition has retained up to the present issue whereas the Chinese edition
changed to its fuller title since the 17th issue.

3. Beginning with the 19th issue, the editorial board of China Yearbook has
enlisted as specially invited members on the editorial board many leading members
from the relevant departments of the CPC Central Committee and the State Council,
the General Political Department of the People's Liberation Army, the Chinese
People's Political Consultative Conference, democratic parties and the governments
of the various provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the
State Council. This has proved to be an effective measure for China Yearbook to
benefit from the guidance of various quarters to further improve our production.

4. Compilation of China Yearbook takes the approach of classification by
contents for the convenience of reference, covering History, Geography, Land &
Resources, Structure of the State, Political Parties, Justice and Law, National
Defense, Foreign Affairs, National Unification, Population and Ethnic Groups,
Religion, Labor and Social Security, Civil Affairs, National Economy, Money and
Banking, Public Finance, Housing and Construction, Environment, Agriculture,
Industry, Communications, Transport, Commerce, Administrative Regions, Tourism,
Health and Safety, Science and Technology, Education, Culture, Sports, Intellectual
Property, Human Rights, Women & Children, Major Events, and Government
Documents.

5. Readers will find a good collection of articles especially written for China
Yearbook by authorities, experts and specialists from various departments under the
CPC Central Committee and the State Council and various provinces, autonomous
regions and municipalities.

6. Under Documents, you will find important documents of the Chinese
government.

7. Our Major Events will prove to be fairly exhaustive of all major events
which took place in China in 2006.

8. All of the statistics and figures quoted in China Yearbook come from or
have obtained confirmation by the State Statistics Bureau and other relevant
departments and therefore they are perfectly reliable and authoritative. And it is
precise for this reason, we generally have refrained from quoting statistics from
Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan.
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