ROOF OF THE WORLD

THE NARRATIVE OF A
JOURNEY OVER THE HIGH PLATEAU OF TIBET
TO THE RUSSIAN FRONTIER AND THE |
OXUS SOURCES ON PAMIR

BY

Lievrenant-Coroner, T. E. GORDON, C.8.1

HONORARY AIDE-DE-CAMP TO THE VICEROY OF INDIA
LATELY ATTACHED TO THE SPECIAL MISSION TO KASHGHAR

ILLUSTRATED WI™H SIXTY-SIX DRAWINGS DONE ON THE SPOT
AND MAP

REPRINTED BY
CH’ENG WEN PUBLISHING COMPANY
| TAIPEL 1971 |



THE

ROOF OF THE WORLD

BEING

THE NARRATIVE OF A
JOURNEY OVER T.HE'HIGH PLATEAU OF TIBET
TO THE RUSSIAN FRONTIER AND THE
" OXUS'SOURCES ON PAMIR

BY

LieuTenant-Coroner T. E. GORDON, C.S.L

HONORARY AIDE-DE-CAMP TO THE VICEROY OF INDIA
LATELY ATTACHED TO THE SPECIAL MISSION TO KASHGHAR

ILLUSTRATED WI™H SIXTY-SIX DRAW]NGS DONE ON THE SPOT
AND MAP

"EDINBURGH -
EDMONSTON AND DOUGLAS

MDCCCLXXYI

(A2l Rights reserved.)



PREFACE.

—_——

I HAVE avoided in this narrative going into detail concerning
those countries which have already been fullj;r described by
modern European travellers, and accordingly little is said about
the well-known route from Leh to Yarkand, and thence .to
Kashghar. . I offer my sketches so far, more to illustrate the
works and writings of Thompson, Shaw, Hayward, Henderson,
and Bellew, than my short account of it and its scenes. Where
~ we left the old trodden paths, as in the Tian Shan and Pamir
highlands, I have attempted a more minute account of what we
saw and heard in those new fields of explora.ti'on and research.
My book, however, makes no pretension to be in any way a
record of scientific exploration: it merely relates what fell
under “every-day ” observation, with the addition of occasional
information gathe‘red here and there as we travelled. The idea
of my‘ writing it was suggested by my sketches forming such a
complete series “ from the Indus to the Oxus” as to merit pub-
lication simply on the ground of representing to a very great
extent life and scenery never before pictured. In considering
the form of descripfive text to accompany the sketches, I decided
on that of a narrative as better calculated to give interest to the
work. | '
The whole of the Illustrations (with the exception of the

four coloured plates) are facsimile copies of my sketches made
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on the spot, being reproductions under the litho-photographie
' process, executed by Messrs. GEORGE WaTersTON and SoN of
Hanover Street, Edinburgh. I trust that the authenticity of
these sketches, made from nature in localities most of which
are entirely new to us in illustration, will compensate in some
degree for occasional roughness and want of pictorial effect.
The four coloured plates are faithful copies of my original
water-colour drawings. ' |

I desire to thank my travelling companions, Captains Bid-
dulph and Trotter, for kind assistance in the subject matter of
this book. Captain Biddulph, besides furnishing that which I
have acknowledged in the te:-{t, helpe(j_ me ir the account of
the form of Budhism now obtaining in Tibet, to which Captain.
Molloy, British Joint Commissioner at Leh, also obligingly -
eontributed. The Map and all the notes of elevation above sea-

-~ level are by Captain Trotter, and in my account of our journey
to Chadir Kul on the Tian Shan plateau I have borrowed from
his letter published in the proceedings of the Royal Geo-
graphiéal Society of 15th June 1874.

Fergan, the latest Russian territorial acquisition in Central
Asla, extends the frontier of that Power dcwn towards the
scene of our Pamir exploraﬁion ; and, influenced as the adjoming .
small States must necessarily be by their strong neighbour, the
opportunity will doubtlessly soon be given for a complete ex-
amination of the interesting regions near the head waters of the

Oxus which remain yet unexplored T. E GORDON

2 RovaL PARADE,
 CHELTENHAM, 1st May 1876.
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