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NOTE ON TRANSLITERATION

Historians tend to become anxious over the issue of transliteration. In a book such as this
one that draws on primary sources written in different languages, it is not possible to have a
consistent rule on proper names. Names like Joao and Ivan are left in their original forms,
while Fernando and Nikolai are not and become Ferdinand and Nicholas. As a matter of
personal preference, | use Genghis Khan, Trotsky, Gaddafi and Teheran even though other
renditions might be more accurate; on the other hand, | avoid western alternatives for
Beijing and Guangzhou. Places whose names change are particularly difficult. | refer to the
great city on the Bosporus as Constantinople up to the end of the First World War, at which
point | switch to Istanbul; | refer to Persia until the country’s formal change of name to Iran
in 1935.1 ask for forbearance from the reader who demands consistency.



