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Growing unrest reported among Muslim munorities

Distant smoke

By Robert Delfs in Peking
Ethnic and religious unrest is inten-

sifying in China's far western Xin-

jang Autonomous Region. A serni-
ous riot is believed to have occurred near
Kashgar in eadly Apri Tt
lomats in Peking .Apnl‘mrdms oF:
Details of the inddent are undear, but
it may have involved a dispute over per-
mission to build a mosque, according to
unconfirmed reports by travellers to Xin-
jflang. Other accounts report troop move-
ments within the region, and authorities
have imposed a ban on travel to Kashgar

FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW

by foreigners.
Tension in the region has heightened in
recent months as ic tists have

renewed their activities, stimulated by the
new wave of nationalism in nearby Sovict
Central Asia. Turkicspeaking Muslim
minorities now make up about 60% of Xin-

portion rapidly since 1949
with the massive influx of Han Chinese to
the region.

Chinese Minister of Public Security
Wang Fang, who travelled to Xinjiang last
August, identified “conspiratorial separatist
forces” as the main factor behind instability

19 APRIL 1990

in the region, and said the “root cause lies
in the attempt by the US and other coun-
tries to split and subvert our country.”

“A handful of people stubbormnly ding-
ing to the stand of bourgeois kiberalisation
and a handful of separatists have not taken
their defeat lying down, but are still coor-
dinating with foreign anti-Chinese and
anti-communist forces and carrying out acts
of separatism and sabotage,” Xinjiang gov-
emment chief Tomur Dawamat said in a
radio broadcast in March. Tomur called on
Xinjiang leaders to “expose and crack down
on a handful of scum of the Chinese nation
and such aiminal activities as reactionary
which undermine China’s sodal stability
and national solidarity.” ~

More recently, Tomur revealed the
Chinese authorities have arrested dissi-
Xinjiang for distributing “reaction-
leaflets and slogans” and banned a

snumber of organisations. Speaking at a
19 APRIL 1990

news conference in Peking on 24 March,
Tomur dted “global changes in pursuit of
bourgeois liberalisation” — an apparent al-
lusion to political reforms in the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe — as a con-
tributing factor behind unrest in Xinjiang.
China does not interfere in the internal af-
fairs of other countries, Tomur said, but
wammed “we will be vigilant when such
changes directly affect us.”

Tomur said the government had recent-
ly caught spies sent to Xinjiang by a former
offidal of the pre-revolution Kuomintang
(KMT) administration in Xinjiang, whom he
named as “Aisha.” Tomur said “Aisha” re-

mained an actve pan-Turkic nationalist
from Tus base in Turkey, from where he
had “rallied some Socal scum to :

mmmmgarﬁ-
sation which Chinese officials have iden-
tified as the Eastern Turkish National Revo-

FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW

lutionary Front. Islamic nationalists have
twice proclaimed an independent Turkish
state in Xinjiang during this century. The
Turkish Islamic Republic of Eastern Turkes-
tan, founded in Kucha in 1933 and in-
tensely anti-Soviet, was crushed by local
KMT forces within months.

More successful was the Yili-based
Eastern Turkestan Republic (ETR), organis-
ed by Sovieteducated urban Uighur
nationalists and Kazakh rebels, who with
Soviet assistance mounted a successful re-
bellion against weakened KMT forces in the
northwestern part of Xinjiang in 1944. The
ETR collapsed in 1949 after most of its lead-
ers died in an air crash en route to Peking
for negotiations with Chinese communist
leaders. Chinese control of the region was
subsequently restored by People’s Libera-
tion Army forces led by Wang Zhen —
China’s present vice-president — though
armed resistance by Kazakh irregulars con-
tinued for two more years. [ ]
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