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UNKNOWN POLITICAL FEATURES ON
TIBET AND EASTERN TURKISTAN

| INTRODUCTION

Tibet and Bastern Turkistan (°), one situated to the
south and‘the other to the north of the high glacier cov-
cred Karanhk (Kunlun) mountain ranges in the Central
Asia, have been the scene to bitter struggle of death and
life against Chinese invasion for the last two centuries.
As such, there is a striking similarity and interconnection
of events that have been taking place in these two unfor-
tunate neighbouring countries, from time to time. The
recent developments in Tibet have drawn attention of the
world to this country. Much have been said and publish-

od all over the world on the subject. For proper apprai-
sal of the situation there are certain other important his-

toric and pohtlcal aspects, the background of current
uprisings, which one must review in context of what i3

«coing on in Tibet.

In this small pamphlet the auther intends to throw
light on the obscure features of Tibetian issue in additi-

(°) Eastern Turkistan s also called Chinese Tur-
kistan or «Sinkiang Provincen.
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on, the auther points out cortain significant political as-
WA Y nw S S - " &} »
peets of Thibet’s next door neighbour, Eastern Turkistan,

which is enduring similar adversity and upheaval like
Thbet.

TS R R o

Due to effects of severoe climate, and extremely dif-
ficult terrian the Tibetans are daring, rugged and war-
rior - like by nature. In the past they led ‘numy cam-
paigns in to territories of their neighbours including and
China and India and conquered vast territories and built
empires. In the 7th century King Sgeampo of Tibet in-
vaded the Western regions of China and Southern parts
of Kastern Turkistan, and annexed them to his kingdom.
It was then that King Sgampo accepted Budhism in the
City of Khotan - Kastern Tiirkistan - then a prominent
Budhist center. It was King Sgampo, who first built la-
masery of Budhist faith in Lhasa. Again form the middle
of 8th century up to the begining of 9th century Tibet-
ans conducted even more extensive expeditions and con-
quered important parts of India in addition to West Chi-
na and southern regions of Hastern Tiirkistan. Chinese

emperor suceceded in halting Tibetan advance with the

help of Uygur King. Weakening of Bu-
dhism in India and establishment of Islam in Eastern
Turkistan shifted center of Budhism to Tibet. Tibetans,
fully devoted to Budhist teachings, eradually alienated
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themselves to their traditional warior - like qualities and
emerged as a pacifist nation, isolated from the rest of the
world, It does not imply that Tibetans have become co-
ward and miserable, In fact, Tibetans persued a policy

of non-aggression or non violance so long as they were
not disturbed. They are capable to fight bravely- when-

cver they are provoked by open aggression,

The actual cause of setback in Tibet is the division
of Lumas 1n to two religious camps by recognition of two

ereat lamas, namely Dalay lL.ama and Tashi Lama (cal-"

led Penchen Lama in Chinese), both as incarnations of
Budha. A great lama is not only a religious chief but
also a good-king of Tibet.

In 17th Century when the Kalka Mongols (Kal-
muks) and ‘Chinese were in war, Galdan the ruler of

- Mongols supported’ Dalay Lama and installed him as

ruler of Tibet while his temporal rival Penchen Lama,
took asylum in.- China. However, later China penetrated
in to Tibet in pretexts of supportilig Penchen Lama. Chi-
ha, though failed to bring entire Tibet under control, of-
ficially labelled Tibet as a province of Chinese empire.

[n 19th Century followers of Dalay Lama concluded
a trade agreement with British Indian Government under
which the later was allowed to maintain a garrision in
Tibet assigned to guard Indo-Tibetan trade route. This
cvent finally led to emnpiotn_breﬂkdown of Chinese in-
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thaence in Tibet and foveed Panchen Lama once again
to seek asylum in China.

Thereafter Tibet remained independent sovereign
state under Dalay Lama. Chinese territorial claim exist-

ed over Tibet only o paper.

Tibetans in persuation of their policy of keeping
foreigners offt their land, did not care much to secure re-
cognition of their sovereignty by the outside world, and
discarded establishment of diplomatic relation ‘with fo-
reign states. However, Tibetans have been pressing the
Komintang Chinese regime to renounce its claim over
Tibet, and continued their political effort to this end.
On the other hand Nationalist China insisted on its tra-
ditional 1perialistic ambition, and tllﬁ'u}'s avoided to
accept the actually existing independence of .Tibet. Des-
pite this, Nationalist China has never been able to con-
quer Tibet. The false claim of the Nationalist China serv-
ed the purpose of the Communist regime. ITade the Na-
tionalist China recognized independence of Tibet, Tibet
would have been safe as a sovereign state like Nepal and
Communist China could have no excuse for intervention.

& L

From this point of view, much of responsibility for

the adversity that has betaken Tibet falls on the Nation-
alist Chinese regime. It is most regretable to observe that
Nationalist Chinese Governments, itself a state in exile
does not seem to have given up its unfounded claim over
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Tibet. 1f, what we have read in news papers are correct,
Nationalist China have proclaimed that it would grant
right of self determination for Tibetans after Tibet is li-

berated from Communist domintion. This 18 an extreme--

ly: fantastic promise, Tt does not involve Chinese recogni-
tion of principle of national independence to iTibetans.

This proclamation is no gnarantee for furture of Tibet,
nor can it assure Tibetans of good intentions of Nation-
alist China so far as freedom of Tibet is concerned. By
this time the world, is well aware of communist Chinese
aggression to disrupt traditional freedom of Tibet as well
as Tibetan national resistance to counter the aggression.
The world press reported occupation of Tibet by Commu-
nist Chinese forces as early in 1951. In fact Communist
Chmese were not able to bring under control entire Ti-
bet. Only two trade routes connecting Lhasa with Shi-
kang and Tsinghai provinces of China and the areas a-
long the trade route linking Lhassa with India went un-
der communist control. Dalay Lama retreated to Indian
border and showed the courage to conduct resistence eam-
paign. from there. But soon after through mediation of
Indian Government, he returned to Lhasa and signed the
Tibetan autonomy agreement with Red China. Tibetans,
i general, did not reconcile with the Pekin regime and
contimued resistance. Particularly the daring and ever
vigilant Khampa tribesmen who live close to Chinese
border knew how best they could defend their homeland.
We hope the brave IKhampas will stand to the last be-
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cause they ave very good fighters, their land is extremely
difticult, suitable for guerilla warfare. Also among then
there are quite  a number of intelleetual  patreiots  like
auther's late teiend QGosangzerin,

Swidrival of Dalay Lama is a good omen for the fu-
fuare of T'ibet. So long as he is safe in India, no matter if -
he ds allowed or disallowed to take part in active politices,
his adherents i Tibet will take wspiration from him in
their holy stragele for Tibetan Liberation,

EASTERN TURKISTAN

Most of us are familiar with the ancient his-
tory of this land, which is the birth place of "Turkish
race and the ceradle of Asian civihization. During the pe-
ricd From 200 B.C. untill the 7th century A.D. China 1n-
vaded Eastern Turkistan 8 times, each time the brave in-
habitants of the country pushed out the invaders before
thev could stay long. The internal confusion which took
place in the mid 18th century paved the way for the last
(‘hinese oceupation of the country. Iowever, the 8 mil-
lion people of Eastern Turkistan never interepted their
strugele for treedom. They launched 52 armed uprisings
in the course of the 20() years of Chinese oceupation. This
illustrates that the people of Kastern Turkistan though
accostumed to passive resistance, can at times take active
part in their patriotic war. [Iprisings are suppressed
through mass killing by Chinese imperialism  with its
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relatively unlimited military strenght and resources. Tur-
kistan, having been engaged in an unending resistance
campaign under captivity of crude Chinese imperialism,
there has been hardly any increase in population. Kco-
nomic resources were neglected and once splanded cul-
fure and economy of the country suffered abselute stag-
nancy and degeneration for the last two centuries.

The independent «Bastern Turkistan Republic», pro-
claimed during the national uprising of 1931-1934, was
crushed not by Chinese forces, but by the Russian milita-
v intervention resulting from Stalin - Chiang Kaishek
collaboration.

Evidently, Chiang Kaishek prefered "to turn over
Tastern Turkistan to Russian tyrants rather than to see
it. an independent sovereign state. As an initial step to
put down the 1944 national uprisings in the northern re-
oion of Bastern Turkistan, Chiang Kaishek ordered mas-
saere. Before the order could be carried out Chinese for-
ces suffered heavy casuality in the hand of the freedom-
tighters and avere forced to retreat. This time too Stalin
rushed to his help. Soviet Russia offered good-offices to
put down the rebellion inorder to avert possible creation
of an independent Eastern Turkistan. In return Russia
qot a chance to diffuse highly trained aghlts in to ad-
ministrative set-up, who later playsd very mmportant

roles in facilitating communist take over of the territory.

Since November 1949, when communist Chinese for-
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cos entered the country, the people  have been active in
armed resistanee, and about. 200000 of them lost their
lves so far.

"\ . . .

Chonsands of Bastern Turkistanis who are in exile
are endeovouring to contribut to national resistance cam-
patgn within their means, and limited opportunities.

There is a very  important fact which needs to be
brough to the attention of the public opinion in free
world. The Eastern Turkistani emieration have failed to
establish a base for cooperation with the Nationalist Chi-
nese government as against the common enemy the com-
munist regime in China. Responsibility for this lack of
cooperation goes entively to the Chinese Nationalist Gov-
ernment as it does not tolerate freedom movement of
Eastern Turkistan and as such the Nationalist Chinese
covernnent i Iformosa have mtentions to restore Chi-
nese sovereignty over this land up on «recovery of the
maimland of Chinan. Imperialisttic ambition fo the Na-
tionalist Chinese high command does not seem to rocken
the fact that Eastern Tuarkistan is currently bt‘-yund their
administrative jurisdiction, that Iormusa 1s separated
with a 5000 kilometers of kommunist held territory and
that there are very strong reasons to expect Eastern Tur-
kistan emerge as an imdependent state before nationalist
Chinese leaders can lay hand over it in the event of col--
Japs of the communist regime. Let the Nationalist Chinese
leaders insist on dismissing the national cause of Eastern
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Turkistan under whatever pretext they may like. As for
us, movement for national independence of Eastern Tur-
kistan is to survive, flourish and finally come out vic-
torious. |

-

SUMMING UP

As stated above, 8 million people of Eastern Turkis-
tan and three and a half million people of Tibet have
been engaged in unceasing war against. Communist Chi-
nese occupation of their countries since 1950. The formid-
able and well armed forces of the Communist China and

hundreds of thousands of armed Chinese colonists are far

from being able to crush the spirit of the freedom loving
peoples. If we are to compare the national movement of
Tibet and Turkistan with tthat of the courageous people
of Algeria, it becomes evident that the later relatively en-
joys much more favourable conditions ; whereas T'ibet and
Eastern Turkistan, obseured 1.y geography, bad ecommu-
nication and heavy hand of communist control, lack them.
Algeria, forfunately, has open access to the free world,

enjoys material support and political assistance from out-

side world. Eastern Turkistan and Tibet have no one to
rely on but Almighty God and themselves,

In our contemporary era death of half a dozen people’

m any eident i the free world causes world-wide up-
roar, while massacre of tens of thousands of people in a
weeks time behind the 1ron curtain, particularly in East-
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crn Tarkistan and Tibet remains unheard to tho world,.
The obse UrHY I8 not mainly beeaunse of the barriers Nnien -
tioned eavlier but also because of the news blackout uu-

posed by the communists as well as expulsion of lorcwn
diplomatic representatives. In Bastern T urkistan for ins-
tanee consulates of Pakistan, India, United States and
Great DBritain were closed  down as carly as 1949 and
101, Neviet consulate in Urnmehi, however, functions.
The communists have thus sueceeded to a great extent in
sereening from the free world press the tragic events tak-
g place in Bastern Turkistan communist oppression and
national vesistance.

In Tibet, however, Indian Government still main-
tains a consulate in Lhasa; as communist China, in view
of the deeply rooted bonds between India and Tibet and
commercial and to some degree politieal  considerations,

could not venture to squeez Indians out of the country:.

Communist terrovism, no less tragic than the Hun-
warian events, has been going on in Tibet, Bastern Tur-
Kistan and other communist held territories in inner Asia,
and the world  have got used to ait. At long last forced
departure of Dalai Lama from his spalanded  palace in
l:hasa or the resound of resentment and indienation de-
monstrated by Indians over Tibet’s plight, left a corner

of the iron curtain ajar.

| 2

= e






