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Islam’s Survival under Communism

——_—_—-——_———_—_ Roger Cl'abb"'—'—

A row of 20 men kneel on
rough grass mats before the
ornate mosque door in Kash-
gar, Chinese Turkestan, chant-
ing the Islamic prayer. Allahu
Akbar — God is Great. The
sight is commonplace in any
Islamic country, but these men
are wearing blue and green
Mao jackets and are citizens of
the officially atheistic People’s
Republic of China.

This ancient oasis city, once
the most exotic of high Tartary,
was long a staging post on the
Silk Road from China’s heart-
land to India and the Mid-east.
Today, centuries after the last
caravan passed through laden
with silks, brocades and jade
bound for the Mediterranean
bazaars, Kashgar remains a
thriving commercial centre at
the very heart of Central Asia.
With the Soviet border just 120
kms away, it is also a highly
sensitive outpost in China’s
wild Xinjiang region.

Not surprisingly, the British
and Russian consulates, which
in the early years of the century
served as havens for explorers
as well as government listening
posts, have long been shut
down and left to decay. I was
among the first group of foreign
journalists to visit the city since
the Communist takeover in
1949,

It was immediately apparent
that, despite the Han Chinese
officials shipped in to enforce
Peking’s political and military
control of the region, Kashgar
remains dominated by its in-

digenous Uighur population
(120,000 out of 160,000), their
Turkic culture and their Islamic
faith. And with the loyalty of
these frontier peoples so vital,
the central government has
allowed them a relatively high
degree of religious autonomy.

The men taking part in the
prayer service at the yellow-
tiled Id Gah Mosque, which
dominates Kashgar’s main
square, have the deeply tanned
faces and striking features of
the Turks whose cousins they
are. In the courtyard, a knot of
men listens to readings from the

Holy Qur’an. By the entrance,
a young man proudly displays a
green-covered copy of the Isla-
mic Holy Book he has bough!
for 30 yuan (15 dollars) — twr
weeks’ wages in a local factory

Qutside in the square is a sc
of brown faces in which the fc
paler Han Chinese stand ot
There is not an army uniform
be seen, although ma
thousands of Han soldiers a:
known to be stationed in tl
area. This is the beginning
the bazaar which spread «
like the spokes of a whe
through kilometres of du
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row of little stalls — dress-
nakers, hat and shirt mer-

d a foot-operated drill who
res extracted teeth in a jar
d uses them later to make
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A Chinese Muslim. Thirtyfour years of
Communist rule could not change the
faith of the Turkestani people.
dentures. Beside him is a bar-
ber, shaving noble Uighur faces
and heads with deft strokes of
his razor while leaving the flow-

ing beards intact.

Further round the square are
food stalls, with people sitting
under rudimentary cotton
awnings, eating mutton kebabs
cooked on charcoal grills, sor-
bet ices made while you wait,
and round loaves of unleavened
bread. Many of the stalls are
huge wooden bedframes. On
them are shirts from Shanghai,
pantyhose from Hong Kong,
skullcaps, jewellery and the
leather shoes and boots prefer-
red by the Uighurs, Uzbeks and
Kirghiz of Kashgar to the gaudy
plastic shoes worn elsewhere in
China. One stall holder waved

a cotton shirt at us crying in
Russian Horosho, Horosho —
great stuff,

Russian Influence

Russian influence in Kashgar
used to be very strong but has
virtually disappeared after
more than 20 years of Sino-
Soviet animosity. Until a few
weeks ago when the first
Japanese arrived, there were no
tourists at all.

Push through the crowds a bit
more and you come across spice
merchants and herbalists, their
aromatic wares spread out be-
fore them in sacks. Then there
are the carpet merchants, sit-
ting crosslegged in the shade
but ready to leap to their feet at
the scent of a good bargain.
This is the land of Ali Baba,
culturally a million miles from
the austere Socialist air of Pek-
Ing.

Nothing illustrates this better
than the grim, ill-lit govern-
ment department store on the
corner of a teeming bazaar
street. Inside are enamel spit-
toons, hot water flasks and
plastic chrysanthemums iden-
tical to those you find in Shan-
ghai or Harbin. The locals pass
it by without a second glance.

But even the bazaar is up-
staged by the Sunday market.
From before dawn, people
from the surrounding country-
side head towards the market
site on the city's eastern out-
skirts. A seemingly endless
stream of laden carts pulled by
donkeys, horses, bullocks and
camels kicks up a gigantic dust
cloud. From a distance, the
bleached, mud-brick buildings
of Kashgar could be those of a
Mid-eastern city. But the high-
est point on the horizon turns
out to be a giant statue of Mao

Tse-tung.

Inside the market, where
tens of thousands of people
jostle, you can choose from
hundreds of different bolts of
cotton or silk, buy every con-
ceivable part of a sheep, eat hot
noodles, meat pastries or
sheep’s brains hot from the
skull, or just enjoy the atmos-
phere.

Close to the stream is the
livestock fair where you can
test-drive a camel, or watch a
Uighur countryman in black
frock coat and high boots put a
spirited horse through its paces.
A local commune farmer buys a
donkey for 180 yuan (90 dol-
lars) after lenghty haggling en-
ded by a complex series of
handshakes.

During the Maoist cultural
revolution of the 1960s and
1970s Red Guard zealots, sent
nearly 4,000 kms from Peking.
closed down Kashgar's market

A Chinese Turkestani Muslim of Uighur
descent.

It was reopened two years ago

and. in the words of local offi-

cials, is as vigorous today —

1,200 years after the height of

the silk trade — as it ever was.
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The Muslims of Turkistan — I

accommodated in the city of

Frunze. And only 32,000 Kir-
ghiz, on the other hand, lived in
this city in the year 1977.
Should Western academics,
however, express the opinion
that colonization policies of this
nature were not practised any-
where in either Asia or Africa
by countrics with colonies in
these continents, then Soviet
officials attempt to deny this
state of affairs. The Soviets
maintain that the migration of
the Russian population was not
forced colonization of the coun-
try, but, rather, “brotherly aid,
which emanated from the Rus-
sian working population and
the working population of other
nationalities; and it was in-
tended to help the native
nationalities of Central Asia
and to promote the economic
and social development as well
as the realization of indus-
trialization, collectivization, the
Cultural Revolution and the
solution of other tasks involved
in the building-up of social-
ism.”

Radical Change

The demographic structure
of Turkistan was radically
changed by means of the poli-
tical and economic measures of
the Government of the Soviet
Union. This structural change
was apparent, in particular,
when it-came to making the
Nomads settle down by means
of compulsion and the incor-
poration of women into the
working process. There were
over 6,64,000 Nomad families
in Turkistan before 1930, of
which about 5,40,000 were to
be found in the Soviet Republic
of Kazakhistan and about
1,24,000 in other regions of
Turkistan. Compulsion was
used to make these nomads

settle down and, through the
incorporation of the nomads
into animal husbandry collec-
tives, to employ them as animal
breeders. The existence of free
nomadic life thus came to an
in Turkistan. The other
important change which res-
tructured society took place
when women were mobilized in
loing jobs in industry and agri-
culture. The policy of incorpor-
ting Muslim women in the
agricultural work began on a
large-scale in 1930, after the
collectivization of the farmers
had been in full swing. Women
were first called upon to carry
out work in the cotton planta-
tions. The policy of incorporat-
ing women into other branches
of production, particularly in
industry, followed after that.
Only 21.2 percent of all indust-
rial women workers in the
Soviet Republic of Uzbekistan,
for example, were Uzbek Mus-
lims, 10 years ago, (about 1970).
In the year 1980, the percen-
tage of these Muslim women in

the total female industrial
labour force had risen to 33
percent.

Women represent 44.5 per-
cent of the working force in all
branches of industrial life in
Uzbekistan. When it comes to
the expansion of the employ-
ment of women in the working
force, an important Communist
Party leader issued the follow-
ing statement: “We shall con-
tinue to do everything that we
can to enable Soviet women to
have a greater chance of active-
ly taking part in the growth of
Communism”. Muslim women
have a lot to put up with,
physically, employed as they
are on a large-scale in the work-
ing process, including hard
physical work such as the bujld-
ing of houses; irrigation

schemes; roadbuilding; the ex-
traction of industrial raw mate-
rials and in agriculture (e.g.
earth work). They are forced to
perform their domestic tasks
(cooking, housework and the
raising of children) on top of
their daily labours. Soviet leg-
islation does not recognize the
continuation of the payment of
wages during pregnancy or af-
ter childbirth. One could refer
to this state of affairs as ex-
ploitation, Communist-style,
because, in the so-called capi-
talist countries, the law makes
provision for women getting
paid leave in the last months of
a pregnancy and after giving
birth. The Soviet authorities
are only just getting round to
considering the payment of ab-
out 50 or 70 percent of the basic
wage, in such cases: this has,
however, not been put into
practice.)
Living Conditions
The study of the living condi-
tions of the population is a task
of great importance. This sub-
ject should be gone into very
closely and scientifically. We
can only give some hints at this
stage. The population of Tur-
kistan does not have dwellings
which can adequately meet the
requirements of the individual
families. For example, in 1978,
the entire housing in Turkistan
consisted of 24,34,53,000 sq.
m., of which 18,65,10,000 sq.
m. were owned by the State and
5,69,00,000 sq. m. were pri-
vately owned). This means that
there were only 6,9 sq. m. at
the disposal of each individual.
If one allocates the entire hous-
ing space to families, however,
it can be seen that each family
(of a total of 7,757 families in
1979) has only got 31.4 sq. m.
of housing space irrespective of
the size of the family.
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It can thus be seen, from the
preceding table that the birth-
rate increased very slowly, in
the course of the nine years in
question, i.e. by 0.62 per 1,000
persons, whereas the death rate
increased by 1.36 per 1,000
persons.

The composition of the
population of Turkistan,
broken down into groups
according to age, has not yet
been made public following the
Census of 1979. The only offi-
cial information about the years
of birth of the native, Muslim
population of Turkistan (an in-
formation which is provisional)
is based on the results of the
Census of 1970. The foregoing

Table shows the break-down of
the Muslim population of Tur-
kistan according to age.

It can thus be seen from the
Table that 21,29,184 persons of
the native Muslim population
of Turkistan belong to the age
group of 60 years and higher. It
is also remarkable that in the
year 1970 among 1,62,27,000
Muslims there were about 59
percent, i.e., 95,42,684 children
of the age group 0-15 years.

Of the 4,01,64,000 persons
living in Turkistan in 1979,
2,18,22,000 persons lived in ru-
ral areas and 1,82,82,000 in
towns. It is predominantly the
Muslim population of Turkistan
which lives in the rural areas.
The entire rural population is
arranged in 3,404 Sowkhozs
(State farms) and 1,922 Kol-
khozs (collective farms), in
other words, Farmers’ Coop-
eratives, in which the agricultu-

ral workers are not paid a
weekly wage but live, instead,
on the proceeds of the sale of
their products; and 526 mixed
agricultural enterprises. This
rural population cultivates (the
position in 1978) 4,27,00,000
hectares of arable land, includ-
ing 28,98,000 hectares of cotton
plantations. In the North-
ern agricultural regions of Tur-
kistan, particularly in the Soviet
Republic of Kazakhistan,
however, the Russians consti-
tute the absolute majority of
the rural population, because
these areas were settled ex-
pressly by the Russians under
the slogan “Opening up of the
country.” In 1979 there were
23.36,000 persons working in
mixed agricultural enterprises

Those accounting for the in-
crease in the urban population
have come mainly from the
ranks of the Russians or the
Ukrainians. Turkistan has cur-
rently got 220 towns. In the
large towns, for example in the
capital cities of the Soviet Re-
publics of Turkistan, the major-
ity of the population is Russian,
and the Muslims, on the other
hand, have remained in the
minority in their own towns.
The_ following Soviet statistics
help to prove this: There were
5,64,584 Russians and 5 12,962
Uzbeks living in Tashkent in
1970; — now the Uzbeks are in
this city in majority; there were
5,12,900 Russians and only
88,237 Kazakhs living in Alma-
Ata; there were 2,84,676 Rus-
sians and 53,059 Kirghiz living
in Frunze (formerly Pishpek);

there were 1,57,083 Russians
and 98,114 Tadjiks living in
Dushanbe; and, finally, there
were 1,08,144 Russians and
96,752 Turkmens living in
Ashkabad. The Russians
either occupy positions of au-
thority or act as specialists,
using Turkistanian fowns as
their bases. The towr: of Tur-
kistan can, thus, be cousiderced
as centres of powe: of (he
Soviet government of Russia.

Russian industrial workers
are in the majority, too, com-
pared with their native Tur-
kistanian worker collcagues. In
1959, only 27.68 per cent of the
workers in Turkistan were Tur-
kistanians. The situation has
not changed drastically up to
the present day. The govern-
ment of the Soviet Union sent
industrial workers to Turkistan
on an intensive scale. The
Soviet Republic of Kazakhistan
has been particularly affected
by this settlement policy. The
number of urban dwellers in
this region of Turkistan, for
example, increased in the year
1946-1956 at the expense of the
Russian Federative Soviet Re-
public (54.2 per cent); others
came from the Soviet Republic
of the Ukraine (16.1 per cent).
This state of affairs is regarded
by Soviet sociologists as the
“mechanical growth” of the
urban population. Soviet
academics admitted openly that
the Russianization of the towns
had come about as a result of
the influx of Russians and
Ukrainians. In the period 1926-
1970, forexample, over 1,60,000
Russians and Ukrainians were
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are to be found in these ore-
fields. According to Soviet
sources, 76 percent of the cop-
per, about 90 percent of mer-
cury and 86 percent of zinc and
lead reserves of the Soviet Un-
ion arc to b found in Turkis

tan. The ampirsay Chrome
beds cont: i1 62 percent of tl
Sovi.t nwion's chromiu:
stocl =, Prior to the discovers
the uranium field in Siberiz

Turkistan was the uranium ce!
tre of the Soviet Union. T
gold reserves of Turkistan are
inestimably high. The gold con-
tent of the ore in the ore-fields
of the Altay region amounts to
about 54 percent. The Murun-
tau gold-field near Samarkand
is the most important one as
regards the extraction of gold in
the Soviet Union. The Soviet
economy can also draw on a
wealth of important non-metal-
lic minerals (e.g. phosphor, sul-
phur, potassium and antimony)
in Turkistan which meet more
than 70 percent of the Soviet
IInion’s requirements.

It is also commonly known
that Turkistani agricultural pro-
ducts have a special part to play
in the agricultural economy of
the Soviet Union, Hundred
percent of the Soviet Union’s
cotton, for example, is pro-
duced in the Muslim regions. In
1980, 99,00,000 tons of cotton
were produced in the Soviet
Union; 90,17,000 tons of which
came from Turkistan and
8,83,000 tons from Azerbaijan.
In 1979, 34,91,000 tons of raw
silk were produced in the Soviet
Union: 23,05,000 tons of this
(about 75 percent came from
Turkistan). Rubber and jute
are found only in Turkistan.
Turkistan is regarded as the
third most important corn-
growing centre of the Soviet

_gﬁon. It plays a special role,

l

too, in the stock-farming sec-
tor. In 1980, 6,14,84,000 sheep
bred in Turkistan. As
‘woards sheep-breeding, camel-
cding and horse-breeding,
this country is of supreme
ortance to the Soviet Un-

{ow that we have summa-
d the situation regarding the
omic possibilities prevail-
ine in Turkistan, the following
juestion might reasonably be
isked: what chances do the
Muslims have of making use of
this economic wealth? Are the
Muslims able to use their in-
dustrial raw materials and agri-
cultural products according to
their own personal needs and
national interests? What social
position do the Muslims occupy
within the context of economic
life? We must, above all, re-
mind people that in accordance
with Soviet economic policy,
nobody is permitted to own any
industrial raw material or agri-
cultural product. All raw mate-
rials, including the extraction
and manufacture thereof, are
under strict state control. The
Muslims are employed primari-
ly in the agricultural sector and
in animal husbandry, as well as
wage-earners in industry. They
all earn their daily bread: so
they do not die of hunger. But
neither do they possess re-
sources to fall back upon in case
of need.
Colonial Exploitation
Raw materials for industrial
purposes are extracted in Tur-
kistan according to the Soviet
leadership’s needs and are
taken to the Russian regions of
the Soviet Union, to be proces:
sed there. Only once, in the
year 1955, was the leadership of
the Soviet Union honest
enough to admit that the East-
ern regions of the Soviet Un-

ion, including Turkistan, had
remained backward as regards

industrialization. It was evi-

dent, from the Prime Minister

Bulganin’s statement, that in-

dustrial production in Turkistan

had not even reached the 8

percent limit of the entire in-

dustrial production of the

Soviet Union, whereas the in-

dustrial raw materials of Tur-

kistan, as mentioned previous-

ly, occupy a position of import-

ance in the Soviet Union. To

use up raw materials, transport

them to Russian regions and

then re-import the finished pro-

ducts to Turkistan amounts to

nothing less than the Russians’!
pursuit of Imperialist economic

politics vis-a-vis the Muslims of

Turkistan.

Let us use another example

to illustrate the rules of the

colonial exploitation policy

which Moscow follows. Ninety-

two percent of the cotton fibres

of the Soviet Union are pro-

duced in Turkistan, but 85.6
percent of all cotton textilesare
manufactured in the Ivanova
province of Russia. About 70
percent of all cotton fibres of
the Soviet Union come from
Uzbekistan, but only 3.7 per-
cent of the cotton textile goods
of the Soviet Union are pro-
duced here. A further example
clearly illustrates the Russian
imperialist exploitationist poli-
cy in Turkistan. The following
article appeared in a Soviet
newspaper: “In the Soviet Re-
public of Kazakhistan about
120-130 million tons of iron ore,
100 million tons of mineral oil,
35 million tons of steel and 200
million kilowatt hours of energy
are produced annually. But
Kazakhistan’s part in the pro-
duction of industrial and agri-
cultural products is small. The
industrial production of
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Another sorry state of
affairs, socially speaking, is to
be found when one considers
the medical care facilities for
the population. In 1978 there
were 1,10,300 medical doctors
in Turkistan and 4,03,000 other
persons with medical training
(but not doctors). Twenty-
seven doctors, therefore, had
10,000 persons to care for. This
implies that each doctor had
about 370 patients in his care.
Another way of looking at this
piece of information is to de-
duce that the number of illnes-
ses affecting the population is

considerable.
Finally, to conclude this short

introduction to the study of the
demography of Turkistan, it
should also be mentioned that
scientific research into all the
problems in this sector has not
upto now been carried out
either in depth or on a regular
basis. Western and Islamic,
Oriental research have both de-
voted very little attention to the
demography of Turkistan. In
the Soviet Union, too, this re-
search field is not treated prop-
erly, although demographers
and ethnologists have access to
extensive source material. A
“Council for the Coordination
of the Scientific Research into
the Demography and Sources
of Employment in Central Asia
and Kazakhistan” (Turkistan)
was founded as recently as
January 1980. This Council
forms part of the Academy of
Sciences of the Soviet Republic
of Kirghizia and is under the
leadership of Professor K.
Karakayev. The rapid increase
in the number of Muslims in
Turkistan has become a politic-
al problem for the present
Soviet leadership. The Minister
President of the Soviet Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan, Khudayber-

diev, for example, announced
at the beginning of February,
1981, that the population of
Uzbekistan would number ab-
out 22-23 million by the year
1990. He was of the opinion
that employment would have to
be found for these people in
Uzbekistan.

Brezhnev, on the other hand,
demanded at the end of Febru-
ary, 1981, that the surplus
labour force from Central Asia
and a few of the regions of the
Caucasus be employed in Siber-
ia and the Northern regions of
the Soviet Union. Brezhnev’s
demand implied that the Soviet
leadership in Moscow did not
want the Muslims to increase in
numbers in their own home-
land. Nor it was wished that the
Muslims remained in their own
country. Measures for the de-
portation of Muslims from Tur-
kistan to Siberia have already
been introduced for this very
reason. In Siberia the Muslims
will be given no opportunity of
preserving their own cultural
heritage and religious life and a
gradual assimilation of Muslims
with the Russian people will
take place. Moscow is then
going to be able to send numer-
ous Russians or members of
other ethnic groups from the
European parts of the Soviet
Union to Turkistan.

Economic Possibilities

We have hitherto attempted
to give a summary of the trends
as regards the demographic de-
velopment of the Muslims in
Turkistan would be able, for
the time-being, not only to safe-
guard their majority position in
their own country, but also to
inhibit the unrestrained and
progressive colonization of Tur-
kistan by the Russians and
other non-Muslim ethnic
groups. However, the Soviet

leadership intends to alter this
state of affairs in Turkistan, It
would appear necessary, at this
point, to outline Turkistan's
economic possibilities and the
living conditions of the Mus-
lims. It is no secret that Turkis-
tan is the richest region of the
Soviet Union as regards raw
materials. What part do these
raw materials of Turkistan play
within the scope of the Soviet
Union’s economic potential?
The following fac:: ought to
provide an answe: more than

45 percent of the ¢l reserves
of the Soviet Unic are 10 be
found in Turkistan Sovict ex-
perts reckon that ti:: Karagan-

da-Coalfields, alone, will be in
a position to meet the Soviet
Union’s coal needs for the next
120 years. The coalfields of
Tchura-Nura are equally im-
portant. More than 60 percent
of the petroleum reserves of the
Soviet Union are to be found in
Turkistan. The oil-fields of
Tcheleken, Embe, Mangishlak,
Neft-Dagh, Kum-Dagh and
Andijan, etc., are all well-
known throughout the Soviet
Union. Soviet experts believe
that the Neft-Dagh oilfields are
among the largest in the world.

The entire petroleum re-
quirements of the Soviet Union
can be met by petrol found in
Turkistan. More than 50 per-
cent of the gas reserves of the
Soviet Union are to be found in
Turkistan. Gas from Gasli near
Bukhara has already been
taken by pipeline as far as West
Germany. There are 89 iron-
ore beds and 7 manganese ore
beds in Turkistan: the beds in
the Turgayregion,alone, which
cover an area of 6,000 sq. km.,
represent 18 percent of the en-
tire reserves of the Soviet Un-
ion. Over 70 percent of the ore
reserves of the Soviet Union
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