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Algerian
demonstrations

A demonstration took place 1n

Algiers on 20 April. Several
nundred people who came from the
Casbah district marched in the
greets o protest  against the
unhealthy conditions and lack of
water in their district. The
demonstrators attempted to head
for the centre of Algiers and the
headquarters of the FLN (National
Liberation Front). Police then
intervened to disperse the crowd,
using tear gas. Several pcople were
injured and a few dozen others
arrested. Incidents had already
broken out in the last few days after
the collapse of a house in the
Casbah area which had killed one

rson but these demonstrations

ad been contained within the
Casbah district.

_An official statement said the
incidents were provoked by
aguators and other irresponsible
persons and asserted that public
order shall be maintained
Whatever the consequences may
be'. According to other sources
these spontaneous demonstrations
Signitied growing unhappiness over
Socialist mismanagement and
S0cial corruption under Algeria’s
gimented one-party rule.

B~'=lh|('lr:alin Front
.0 Ctlegation of the National
:EI:ELMIO“ Front of Bahrain and
Cﬂmn:S' of the Portugese
i!ibonun|15t Party was held in
denounc ?lﬂ month. Both sides
calleg fue ‘ the US and Israel and
Withdr r't.nd to the Iran-lraq war,
awal of all foreign troops and

dismang)ip - .
Persian G EI?;{-O@E‘E“ bases in the

e elections

Pe0| le’ Clections tor the fourth
ssembly and  People's

at various levels would

0

== elween 6 and 20

Yy News &
Stroud Green Rcad,
o (Tel: 01-263 1417,
A, ltfan c0'a, London N4).

by Derbyshire Print,
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o« OMINA U e
3 Back .~i£:1 ..= 1' “-}.'.i:" :-r.'l";‘..\"-':-r-rt:"""- ARl

A n

-
-
1
v

7

P
~
= -
4 [ e i i
g1 8 =
Y a
-
1 .
'

R

" r'.-‘:.'|.1 -""Il',.' ',"i i; ,.

\1_551..'3, i” & Ir’ B\ ; ~_;1"l. | ” e
't-:-'k . . ’ :_.- ;

Rl ¥
+ i '
. - - +
"] ]

.

o
iy |
L

5 § |

]‘;‘I ~ ':'*i %
S o "|..,,1“‘r

) _ O ety A A
:f_'l" ':I"';"'-" I :_._ ,_.: .". : “‘_I.'.i "-... :1_‘,‘1- .3l By l.r"ﬂ-.._tgf'_-".r:
o g AL e A e Ty rig ey, 3 AN o seh S SRR AN 1
ey ot B b s R
1 s - e - . & 4
. " ra ' %
oL L
[ ] T 4
o
iy "
i "
¥ :.:I"'h_ . : -

[
I

}1
I H B

i d & B |

I N B
.l
b ;

¥

: | L

r'lu .
a
LT
A ®
]
E Nl
®
L ] i
'

Republic of China under plt%:
stewardship of Dun? Xiaoping fs
¢

l_r‘ylng to correct the leftist excesses
of the so-called cultural revolution

and even rethinking some of the
holy premises of Marxism, the
adoption of the new inheritance law
of the PRC at the third session of
the Sixth NPC (National People's
Congress) on 10 April, would seem
to be a setback to the Chinese
leadership’s efforts to respect the
religious and cultural rights of its
Muslim ‘nationalities’.

For one thing the new law
restores and sanctifies the various
vights of personal income and
property as well as the right to
inherit and be inherited as well as
to bequeath and to make a will. It
1s in the manner of inheritance that
the PRC enactment comes into
conflict with the Islamic law which
1S based on more fundamental
principles concerning family and

social relationships as well as
economic responsibility, The

nearest in kin relationship come
first in the order of inheritance and
those who have a duty to support
and maintain other members of the
family are given a larger share of
inheritance. The rights and
obligations are defined and are
sacred and there is little dispute or
controversy about who should get
what.

In the Chinese law, the
inheritance will take place in this
sequence: spouse, sons and

daughters followed by brothers and
sisters, paternal grandparents and
maternal grandparents. Once
inheritance begins, the legacy Is
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_ -?ﬁque-%u,' not by the second heir.
i ?t’ r words if there is no
iving spouse, the inheritance

would stop at the
daughters would receivem 'rlliath%:;

anﬁ 50 on,
nother interesti '
that the term song a:(gi df.::: tﬁfgr :f
construed to include all children
whether born in wedlock or outside
wedlock as well as adopted and step
children, Thus while the law &ues
not allow a person to take a second
wife nor does it provide for the
unwed wife', illegitimate children
ar¢ given a right to inherit from
their illegitimate father.

. The Chinese laws also provides
lien to a person’s property on the
basis of the duty fulfilled by
him/her to the legator. Accordingly
a widowed daughter-in-law or
widowed son-in-law who has
supported his or her
father/mother-in-law would be the
first heir in sequence if the legator’s
sons/daughters die before the
legator. While the general principle
Is ‘equality’ of inheritance, ‘a heir
who has fulfilled his main duty to
provide for the legator or who has
lived together with legator
[ostensibly a mistress, boy-friend or
anyone] may be given more when
the legacy is allotted'.

The traditional Chinese law of
inheritance was mainly feudal, but
the new law too creates as many

roblems as it wishes to solve and it
is likely to add to litigation, conflict
and even violent crimes within the
family. :

Insofar as Muslims are
concerned, the total structure of

the Chinese law was in complete
negation of the norms and
hich the economic

¥

e wy E— s

and social relations of the famil
are limmulal?ly laid down i:;jl "f;]f
Quran and Sunnah, Article 13(iv)
however, says that ‘If heirs :

a
through consultation, a legacy g:;
be distributed on ap unequal

basis’, Which made it poss;

; ! possible for a
Muslim family to settle their
Inheritance through an internal but

unanimous agreement. In the event
of one single persons not agreeing
to that, the whole family would

come under the mischief of the
Chinese law. |

There is another provision
(Article 35) though which says that
People’s Congresses of nationality
autonomous localities may
formulate accommodating or
supplementary regulations based
on the principles of this law and in
the light of the specific conditions
in which local nationality people
inherit property’. On the first
glance it looks like an exception
clause through which minority
nationalities, particularly Muslims,
could derive their rights, but
this ‘accommodating’ regulation is
governed by two mutually
contradictory provisions viz (1)
‘principles of this law’ and (2) ‘in
the light of the specific conditions
in which local nationality people
inherit property’. The two are poles
apart, but given the spirit of the
‘accommodating’ proviso, it can be
assumed that the Chinese
leadership would make a clear
exception for its Muslim citizens.
Indeed it should even objectively
examine the Islamic family law as
the basis of legislation for the _whole
of China after comparing it with all
the contemporary western Or

socialist family laws. L

inherited by the first heir 1n principles on w .
attend the Inter-Parliamentary

October, the Elcctim]s
Commission announced In
Rangoon.

India moving
towards

nuclear option

India is seriously reconsidering
its nuclear policy in view ol l!l(li‘
assumption that Pakistan fll.tl
already acquired the fue
enrichment capability and was on
the threshold of making an_flto.m
bomb. The indication for this was
piven when  defence minister
Narasimha Rao sought the ?plgll_n.?'g
of the parliament on \'lcil r?nv
nuclear options for defence” A [01;
the debate on budgetary grants

his ministry.

> rs
The minister assured membe

that efforts for rapid modcrms:g:i(:rlé
of the Indian navy and perspet

plan for developmcgnzfveﬂ [ndia_a

strategic options o

distinglive e_dgc over the potent

adversaries in the
India had rqadc

implosion  (1.€.
exp[:;osion) in 1974.

region.
its first nucléar
ynderground

Iraqi opposition

claims i o
[rag's ‘Muslim revolutionaries

.ntly attacked President
gea%‘al;n?:s car with pazonka rockets
killing four of his bodyguards,
according to a Tehran _repgn.
Iranian sources further claime ha
suicide bomb attack against ll1 e
defence ministry as well as -I?'t ler
attacks against securly Ve icles
and personnel In northern Iraq.

Israel cancels : .
delegation 1O Ciske:

. [sraelt
yzen-strong
ARgHCS legation cancelled

Union Congress.

Jordan liberation

An organisation calling itself the
National Front for the Liberation of
Jordan (NFLJ) has joined the
Tripoli based command of the

Arab revolutionary forces.

Libya's other voice
The ‘Voice of the Libyan People
which used to broadcast on behalf

of the opposition National Front for

: e e
Salvation of Libya, presuma
:']::m Sudan, will now broadcast
from Cairo, according 1o Agency

France Pressc.

Kenya and
Ethiopia ties

i strengthen
to continue 10 ngthe
existing cordial relationship and

cooperation, especinlly;long their

bgl:der.

o Kenya is to :ntroduce compulsory

religious education wit!h
1986. ;

effect from
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"’tieafﬂ'&;‘? qnken driving ANSEMEERSE (TOlEe say that a g OWing number : -vae.’i na'li,“;;li% ‘:.iiﬂi’-‘ Somneck, director of i?
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el € aan the [SESIFAW. themsalves dalifes T d8¢ 30 annually -._. % POINted out that while ctofier: e oo &
‘llrﬂ “wngﬁw hav: 53,1&“‘ ‘j“kni ﬂ ‘; dl ) ?:;:[:‘f?i_t',f.‘x__!.-.;’:ff;ff;_.L'--:;"'f?-_'rF b d libera ely in f"ﬁ'ﬁié}_;rzm Kill that an average 426}” t. wr;'l" Statistics shov ,"5
L1 it S 000 capital commit syici oD\ Annually in the
e mn 1S Samost costly museum in - These suicide bids are aff the mare ... | 500 attempted suicigo. < Ccidl figure of
0 iwldil)ﬁﬁ“'l’ﬁ““‘“ from going into- people, R aE R g« ~ The reason is tht Austrian doctors !

s scologist press "roccupies a special p not bounq by law, as they are dobilens
! lw ; o _ f?c‘e- . }Vencrealdlsease to report su ‘:;:
, )'Nueill p
: gy Mark ( Dec
' : - ouctL: 1 Abou! 1,000 students demonstrated %
__ Street demonstrations in X side the Xinjiang reg i
the first known protests eadquarters in Urumgi d .

ndicate a groundswell

A puclear (EStS, Gobi desert, 450 km

Reth 0% B MO0ADNA RS aRAR ™ o

mﬂ'aih t:d d l l l l u

.

Ten days later, several hundred Uighur

it lespite five years of growing st
§ 'Y v ' tth ' - ' . # . i
'ﬂ{dlSﬂ“‘"'"‘; ' 1 diplomats said on Fri- . They also called on Peking to stop dump-
pnﬁ}ﬁfi‘}" WeSLert INg convicts in their remote desert regié)n !
s wts. reflecting a wide and to relax harsh birth control measures i
oy said the protests, . affecting the region’ '
T vances, had been met with a e : gion's seven million Muslims.
jonge 01 £ ‘de from the central govern- ore than half the total population A
$:

@

3 4 " » A _:ﬁ
% “me of the issues now being debated students made similar demands in a demon-
-Blll-lls}g[[‘ccts were highly sensitive, the 5"_3‘,'0" In P eking, prompting the Foreign 15
S p Ministry to issue a statement defending its |

o ocenid. and if the protests continued :
golomats said, & I nuclear policy.

~mmment’s tolerance could not be <N L | T ' : 9T _
lh: go;;rmgl:'mwd AN | China exploded its first atomic bomb at
[akeTl : : 3 JEE Ny | : o
i the past week, students from the gl T ok | _ Lop Nor in 1964 and has since developed a
‘ * range of land and submarine-based nuclear

Mulim Uighur minority have mounted
‘et demonstrations in Peking and Shan-

missiles.
The Foreign Ministry said that. while the

=7 & M - = -_r r et ‘!'."l.',--- "-.
_....:-,l-.-.......-l- Ly =

ghai to oppose severql govcrpmfn!_polu:lcs : =—— .. Chinese government wanted nuclear .
n e home province of Xinjiang el ' d  weapons banned and destroyed, “in the !
f!hl_ﬂﬂﬁ.:ﬁ”aleglf border with the Soviet present international situation, it is neces-
nion. . Wy _ e ek sary to conduct a small number of nuclear
Egrher. starting in Scplcmher. students n ' e e tests to safeguard China's security.”

‘fking and other cities staged protests , = : : i h‘ be i
aanst nsing food prices, official corruption Deng Xiao-ping X SpOkesma[? Saldh rj%tate i efi S ﬁ

wd what they saw as excessive Japanese . Shcwr tha nopnacigha een;.«:que gy |
dfence on China's economic develop-i i ST SN ESCONOMIE SO e e A S ane ‘
ment, ~That demonstration was put down firmly [t is most unusuak for the Foreign Minis

In Apnl, scores of former Peking resi- try to issue a statement In response to a

! M i a b & " have been - L L -
Genis exiled to remote provinces during the QUtSTACTULYRATC thire seeumrs gk Yoty street protest such as this,” one Western
Glwral Revolution nearly 20 ; no further reactionsi.one Westeiicip 0;‘1 d{ diplomat said
' 20 years ago L A Y ey R : be to dea '
icheted the citv ke R satd. "Peking’s policy seems (o _ _ ! :
o S, €ty hall for IAELEEIH). AL carefully wi[l% these protests and not with a But the reassurances did not appear to

fflun:n 0:the capital to live. pacify other Uighur students in Shanghai.
(hl_n_ex appealed directly to Deng Xiaoping. who blocked the city’'s main shopgmg ‘s‘treet
43:10p leader and architect of the The first sign of Uighur unrest was o0 o Thiursday, waving banners saying Stop

into a concentration camp.”

No police action was reported in any of
the demonstrations.

But while the Chinese leadership seems
united on the necessity 10 test nuclear
weapons, the diplomat said, the e_zfl:llelr |
anti-Japanese ‘demonstrations raised n.s,u.-.,; .
at the heart of Deng's open-door policy a:nh
reflected opposition voiced even in hig
Communist Party councils.

I he protesters demanded an end to what

heavy hand.™

they called “the second Japanese invasion. E“
meaning the 'hug'Q\ \gvel of imports from
Japan, as well as official corruption and
C L ; Fe E
sharp hikes 1n food prices. i
The leadership tOOK the protests iq :
ariously that it sent two ofits rising stars, L1 |
il i1 bby student leaders 1
Peng and Hu Qili, to lobby ¢ Sis {
1o defuse potentially explosive tenst s il
Ten years ago, such prmestera}voudd l He
have bgen dealt with sO lightly. he added.
|
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Xinjiang I Harsh, Remote Land *& 272 L

R By [.ena H. Sun R
?"1 "y f_' Washingtoe Post Foreign Service ,;*’ﬂ”;
A A T T e F;")-‘:- 'J-:-f." .
. URUMQI, China—With its harsh terrain of moun- ;i k
| . - - . v Dy
| tains and deserts and rich mineral resources, China's s

i | | “Xinjiang will become China’s California,” said Wang
gﬁﬂ“i#;{g’ _l;fr]mao, first- party secretary and the region’s top po-
7 litical and military leader. Wang, 71, toured Califorma,

| .+~ Texas and Arizona in October. Interviewed here in the
| provincia! capital of Urumqi (pronounced Ooloomoo-
chee and meaning “fine pasture” in Mongolian), he pre-

‘«dicted that China's development will probably follow

st e T that of the United States, proceeding from east to west.
A asrd - Xingiang, formerly spelled Sinkiang, (pronounced Shin

" far northwestern province of Xinjiang has often been

-

- -'Jeahng) means “new frontier.” It is the largest province
“ .+in China, occupics one-sixth of the nation’s total area

ghanistan. :

combined. [t is here that China tests its nuclear weap-

ploit these natural resources to fucl the countrys

likened to America’s Wild West. |

‘But the comparison that the province's top officiais
are striving for these days i1s not with the American
frontier of more than 100 years ago, but with that of
the late 20th century.

Donkey cart passes & recently renovated Xinjiang mosque.

and is bigger than Britain, France, Italy and Germany | .
trom Peking each year. Measures of education rank it

920th among China’s 29 provinces and autonomous re-

gions, local officials say.

Within the province lies

entire caravans have been known to{x-l” e
trace. Staries aboul the harshness ot hif¢ I

common throughout China that graduatiog 5{"{1&?::
about to be assignéd their first jobs by th_e: gove :‘lll::lre-
t}H\ of 1ir concera that they may be sent 10 SUE

100,
wote and desolate reg!
1 See MINJIANG, A:il. Col. |

ons and keeps a wary eye on its borders with unfriendly

neighliors — SOV ' ia. Mongolia and Af- : .
Zhirs the Soviet Union, lncid ¥ONBLS: a vast acean «. sand m which

Uit ' ERE y | auish withoul a
Xinjiang is also believed to be rich in deposits of otl, ¢

coal and rare minerals, and China's leaders hope to €x-

planned modernization. 5
Historically, because of its distance from 1_ ¢kl \
uncasy relations between the Chinese and Indigenous

b . . . % r " L] - | s
ethnic minorities, Xinjiang has lagged far behind

ng and

heighboring inland provinces. It receives huge subsidie 6
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" XINJIANG, From Al

" But_China's top- leadersh:p is try-
* .ing to change all that.

= ,- In"1983; Premier Zhao - Ziyang

. .and Communist Party General Sec-- -
--retary Hu Yaobang toured the re-

. gion and targeted it to become one

-of China’s most important develop-

~-ment areas inthe next. century.
~<"From now on, we must place the

ﬂevelopment of Xinjiang on’. the
agenda of the constructlon of - the

. entire country,” he said.

But because the central author-
ities are unwilling to invest in an
area whose potential has yet to be
verified by output, officials in Xin-
Jang, like those all over the.coun-
try, are pinning many of their hopes
on foreign aid to provide them with

. the much-needed investment, tech-

nical personnel and equipment.

.. In the key area of oil, where Xin-
jlang’s reserves are thought to be
formidable, Wang particularly
hopes to attract foreign investment.
During his recent U.S. trip, the re-
»1un’s top leader held three rounds
= ol talks with officials from the San
Erancisco-based Bechtel group, in-
cluding board chairman Stephen
Bechtel.

Wang said Xinjiang was negoti-
‘ating with Bechtel, the world’s larg-
¢st engineering contractor, but that
< the talks were not yet at the con-
_2'.:3' tract-signing stage. Bechtel’s senior

'] group is scheduled to go to Urumaqi
l!or talks on Monday, he said.

7 He declined to specify the nature .

?of the talks but said; “Any’ contract’y;

tnat would be signed will be on a
very large scale,”
Asia, lcd by China, has become
‘v most pronmising area for major
0:l projects because of its resources
and industrial development plans.
Speaking of Bechtel's past projects,
Wang indicated that he hoped Bech-
. tel mught be able to do for Xinjang
" what 1t did for Saudi Arabia, where
the corporation’s close relationship
with the Saudis led to billions of
doiiirs in‘massive projects.
Bechtel representatives in Pek-
.3, and Hong Kong were unavail-
= able for comment despite repeated

»
£

or g

1.,—.

flights a week from Urumgqi for’,
' products-from China’s interior. : .

-
- ‘--_

In a land where it may rain tw:cef
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a year, the fields nearly all. depend;

on lrng'ntlon with water from gla-n
cier-fed. rivers. But waste of water*

and” major 1mgat10naproblems lm-

pair agrzculture and h:nder large-
~ scale programs,” = -

In Xinjiang, the news from the.
official Communist Party newspa-|

per, People's Dally. comes a day

late. Those people in Kashgar who

have television sets watched the
Oct. 1 national day celebrations two

days later, thanks to a videotape
broadcast in Urumaqi.

There is realistic potential for
development in petrochemicals;

.said one western analyst, but Xin-

yiang lacks proxmmy and access to.
markets, and, in oil, it lacks a major
pipeline.

i‘

“The logistics are pretty - formi-
dable,” the analyst said. “It's notz
exactly the economic heartland of

China.” Said another analyst, “It's’
more like Alaska [than California]
but, unlike Alaska, Xinjiang is land-
locked.” | '

Even with special advantages for
foreigners, investors are more like-.
ly to head to other parts of China.
with more favorable infrastructure,’
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At a bazaar in Xinjiang’s mnrket city
of Kashgar, which straddles historic
- trading roules from Central Asia, a
craftsman braids dyed honel;ur into
decorations to'adorn bridles:
Urumgi, the province. capltll, u 600
miles away. - or

all modetnization goal of quadrq
pling the-country s 1980 GbHIP by,
the year :2,000. Xinjiang is's0; farj (2
behind the rest of the country l‘.hat %
to’catch up, it will need to mcreasg :
its output.five-fold, party aecretzii'y ;-";.' .
Wang said, .',;"‘;f '
A large part of that task iS now

being assumed by the Xinjiang Pro— ‘1
duction and Construction Corps, a
28 25-mlllldn-strong force tha( e I %
makes up nearly 17 percent of the A N et NN T AT SR F g gLy N AP
region’s 13 million population.” Al- - [Ea% < NSTEI NN Wk Ao IOl S (8 R SN R
though it remains a reserve force S TR AR ATt pa e N
for defense of the borders, -the *
corps, nearly all Han Ch:nese has
been responsible for the construc-
tion of much of the area’s new ur-
ban housing, factories, transport \
and communication facilities.
Officially set up as a special unit :
of the People’s Liberation Army in °
1954, it was disbanded in 1975 dur-

ing the turmoil of Mao Tse-tung's *'
1966-1976 Cultural Revoiution. It

Clunﬂ 5 Ieaders have set an qverf- % '

a1e:

e o

1 - .II .‘-ﬁ":¥
- I i '-' ‘I k. :

SOVIET UNION

t N~
\‘\\"\\
was revived in 1982 and last year it \\\ \ \\\MONGOUA
. AL \ <
accounted for nearly one-fourth of \Er:mzod Peking
the total output for the region.

Wang said he knows that Xin- -
nang’s turn will come in time,

“Xinjiang has great potential. _
I{ we are to develop, we can do °

much better than Calitornia,” he
said,
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Chinese, Turkic Minority orthwest T

By Lena H. Sun e I e O
Washmgt-n Post Foregn Senive OBV v Y Rl 3 B A :

KASHGAR, China—On the dusty, sandy
roads in China's westernmost city, the lan-
guage that is heard most often above the
jingle of the bells on the "donkeys is not
Chinese but Uighur, a mixture of Turkish
‘and Persian. Five times a day, the call of the
" muezzin pierces the air and the donkey
carts are tethered as their drivers, heeding
the call to the faithful, head for nearby
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TSy T AL secretary Wang. “And where these -mé Ara-
N8, oy parities {in income), there will be fricion ™
China has had a history of queling (the
central Asian minorities o assert control
over its western frontier. Despite the high-
minded policy on minorities, Communist
leaders have long encouraged and some-
" times forced migrations of Han Chinese set-
" tlers to the so-called autonomous regions—
set up to allow the ethnic groups some de-
gree of freedom and 2 chance to maintain

their traditions—to dilute the ethnic influ-

mosques.

Here in China's strategic northwestern
province of Xinjiang, 60 miles from the So-.
viet border, the presence of the Uighurs
* (pronounced way-gurs), a Turkic people of

Moslem faith, is clearly felt. In fact, the Ui-

ghurs, who make up 80 percent of this

city’s 180,000 population have more  in:

common with their brethren on the other
side of the border than with their comrades
in Peking, 3,500 miles to the east.

Xinpjang, China's largest province, 1Is
home to 40 of China’s 55 minority groups
that together make up only 6.7 percent of
the country's population. In Xinpjang, the
Uighurs are the dominant majority, com-
posing almost half of the region’s 13 million
people.

Relations between the minorities and the
Han Chinese, who make up the vast major-
ity of the country’s population, have histor-
ically been uneasy here. The Han Chincse
are named for the Han dynasty that laid the
foundation for the Chincse empire more
than 2,000 years ;20.

For decades th= Pcking government has
been sending Han Chinese to outlying re-
gions like this onc to develop the areas cco-
nomically and as~imilate the minorities nto
Chinese culture. In recent vears, however,
the government has moved Lo ease tensions
between the Han Chinese and other ¢thnic

- Broups by guarantceing the rights of meni-
bers of minority groups. Today the ninor-
ities have equal rights under the law and
withun the Communist Party.

But despite these efforts, by August
1981 relations between Chinese and Ui-
ghurs in Xinjiang had deteriorated so badly
that China's most powerful leader, Deng
Xiaoping, traveled from Peking to Xinjiang

.to help mediate the political infighting be-

sy weén Chinese and Uighur members of the
provincial ruling committee, diplomats said
then.

According to the September 1981 issue
"of the Hong Kong Communist magazine
" Cheng Ming, Deng discovered an “unsteady

situation.” The magazine said Uighur dis-
sidents had plaoned a province-wide upris-
ing against Chinese rule, using the slogan,

" *We want self-rule and don’t want to he

dominated.” Peking's response o the com-
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cences and ensure central control over Ch-
na’s troubled borders. R ek
This was especially true in Xinpang,
where the Uighurs and other Moslem mi-
norities have long-standing ties with the
Turkic people in the Soviet Union. Part -of
the province was ruled by a Soviet-spon-

S0 N . red semiautonomous regime before the
T E,-n.,.r-r-: .
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Han Ohinese cobblers are among skilled workers from other parts of China who earn many tnimes their regular wages working in Xinjiang.

was to replace the Communist Party leader
with Gen., Wang Enmao in November 1981.

Wang had helped bring the region under
Communist control after the party came to
power m 1949, and is moderate and prag-
matic policies reportedly have earned him
support among the people.

Now, as Xmnpang prepares o tackle an
ambitious modernization pia - to transforn
China's wild west into China s Californmia by
the end of the 21st century, 1wch of its suc-
cess will hinge on its leaders’ ability to
achieve ethnic unity and polit:cal stability.

The easing of tensions on the Sino-Soviet
border in recent years and the reopening of
two border posts in Xinjiang for the re-
sumption of trade between .iie two coun-
trics has also allowed the region's leaders

1o devote more energy and time to internal
stability.

[n a recent interview, Waag, the prov-
ince's top political and militacy leader, de-
scribed relations between the Han Chinese
and the minorities as “very gead,” a marked
improvement from 1982, when he noted
that there were still “serious problems.”

Although local residents say there has
heen no more of the violence that pitted Ui-

at least two Xmpang cities, there is a feeling

of wariness. "Small frictions,” caused by
misunderstandiug over customs and tradi-

tions and the mapility to communicate, are
common, lacal residents say.

On a recent Sunday, a group of atout 20
Han Chinese youths crowded in front ot one
store, some smoking cigarettes, all listenng
to western pop music blaring from a jarge
cassette recorder. Not a single non-Chinesc
went near them. Instead, they steered clear

of the group, some even crossing to the oth-
er side of the street to do their shopping.
The misunderstanding and prejudices are
particularly common among the younger
generations of Han Chinese and Uighurs.
There have been instances, for example,

when young Han Chinese intentionally have .- -

stood in {ront of praying Uighurs to offend
them. '
“The Chinese youths who do this look
down upon the Uighurs. They do this be-
cause they like to pretend that the Uighurs
are kowtowing to them,” one source said.
When Uighurs are in a funeral proces-
ston, 1t is considered a sign of respect for
approaching cychsts to dismount, but many

we L] . = 1-1-“' — 'I.'- - e W

know better or choose not to, the source

said.
Accentuatin

have a hard timie adapting to the harsher
conditions of life 1i.:re, Chinese sources said.

In addition, they: often become f{rustrated

professionally becuse they are cut off from.

the latest information in their specialty.

In 1980 and 1981, there were clashes
caused by unrest among the former resi-
dents of Shanghai who had been sent to the
region in the 1950s and who were demand-
g to return to their native homes. When
authorities refused, about 10,000 demon-
strated in Aksu, 250 miles northeast of
Kashgar. Government offices were taken
over and officials attacked before orde¢r was

restored. Although all of China's different

national minorities are equal under the law,
they usually have a much lower standard of

living than the Han Chinese.
“Yes, in reality there are still disparitics

[between the Han and the minorities] be-

cmrare thouv are not Milﬂl l‘i‘ﬂﬂﬂl’lliﬂﬂ"”." Sﬂid
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tensions are the frustra-
tions felt by many of the Han Chinese, many

of them skilled workers and technicians
sent from China'silarger coastal cities, such

as Shanghai, to help provide the neeaeﬂ_a
personnel for RF' ujmngi's economy. [hey

Communist takeover of China in 1949. -

Since 1949, more than 5 million Chinese
have been brought to Xinjiang from eastern
China to help assimilate the Uighurs, _K:?-
zakhs, Kirghiz and Mongols. These ethnic
groups are considered to be among:the
most rebellious minorities in China.

The integration effort began in 1958
with the founding of rural communes, cur-
tailment of private plots and attacks on rc
ligion, specifically Islamn. Discontent among
the minorities was reflected in the exodus
of more than 60,000 Kazakhs acrcss the
border to Soviet Kazakhstan in 1962.

The assimilation effort reached its peak
during the Cultural Revolution from 196¢
to 1976 when the Arabic alphabet was-out-
lawed in favor of the Latin alphabet,
mosques were closed and turned into work-
shops, Moslem classics were burned, re-
strictions were imposed on the number o!
sheep minority peasants,could raise, anc
Han officials delivered speeches in Chinese

without providing interpreters. -

In 1981, ethnic tension flared in Kashg:
when a young Uighur peasant who was dig
ging a ditch got into a fight with a Han Chiiit-
ese. Neither was able to speak the other’s
language. In a fistfight the Han was beate:
by the stronger and bigger Uighur. Ar
gered, the Han went into his store, took ou:
his hunting gun and shot the Uighur,

While the police searched for reiatives o
the dead peasant, an angry mob took th.
body and paraded it through the stree:
I'he mob killed two Hans and beat many
“others, according to a report last year in th
lConnnunist Party newspaper People’s Da:
y.

Wang said the dead Uighur's father, wh.
was supparted by his son, received compenn-
sation from the government. The dead Us
ghur's sister, who was also supported .
ey En Tt e yslecioolly

| : sad. 1The funeral costs w.-.
paid by the state. The Han and an acco.
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pl.irlse were executed, according to
Hong Kong newspapers.

. Since 1978, Peking has tried to
énpsure ethnic rights and religious
freedom and elevate minority group
members to leadership positions.
Nogv the head of each of the re-
gion's 80 counties is a membér of
an ethnic minority, said Bahar
Rahim, an official working on mi-
nQrity affairs. The Arabic alphabet
1s back in use and there is no longer
a limit to the number of sheep a
P€asant can raise.

~In addition, the . wernment has
begun allowing people to make the

pigrimage to Mecca required of
devout Moslems, ;:; ! relatives from

——
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the other side of the border have
been allowed to visit Xinjiang.
Those who have relatives In the
Soviet Union also have been al-
lowed to visit there, officials said.

Emphasis has been given to ed-
ucation, with quotas of up to 60 per-
cent set aside for minorities enter-
ing the region’s colleges. Since
1982, the regional government also
has given rewards to those who
have contributed to ethnic unity
during an “ethnic unity month” each
year.

Some of the minorities who now
hold party and leadership posts arc
among those who most Insistently
deny that any tensions exist.

When told that some ninority
leaders in the United States resent
what they call tokenism, Abdul
Ahet Mohammedjan, Kashgar's
deputy mayor for trade and finance,
replied angrily: “I have power, |
have a post and | have responsibil-
ity. This is not like the United
States.”

But here in Kashgar, despite all
the talk about ethnic unity, there is
no formal program for the Han
Chinese to learn nminority lan-
ruages, although there are any
brograms to teach the Uighurs to
speak Chinese, ;

Pragmatists like Wang acknowl-
edge that there are many problems,
As Xinfiang tries to Increase its in-
dustrial and agricultural output five-
fold over 1980 by the end of this
century, it will have to rely heavily
on skilled workers and technicians
from the terior.

To lure them here. Wang said,
the region this year began giving
material incentives. Those with a

college cducation will autornatic.illy
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Uighurs kneel for their ﬁve-times-a{day prayers at the Id Kah

[ ]

BY LENA 1y SUN—THE WAN NG TOWN m;r
estern proviance of Xinjiang. .. o

T

mosque in the cente: of Kashgar in China’s far northw

| A e N
recaive  a  one-step  increase m! his free time takig care of the (f

wages when they first arrve., Every| mosque across from the Abakh Hoja
three years alter that, another In- . mausoleum, the holiest of pilgrim t
Crease s guaranteed. The wagel  resorts n southwestern Xinjiang.
Incentives are significant because On a recent Sunday afternoon, ‘
they are a1 marked departure from  his chores completed, he was relax-
the past, when the Han settlers INg n the sun on a straw mat.
were told that the glorious task of ‘I ' was born here. | hiave a wife |,
building up the border area was  and two children and two Jrandchil-
enough compensation for their dren,” he said. “We all live tugether.
work. Life is not bad. I have five mou }

Cedi Wakaz, 67, a Uighur, said he [tive-sixths of an a. re| of land, four
does not have many complaints, A sheep and  six chickens. |
retired shepherd, he spends most of cnough for mysel! ™
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Devout Uighur Muslim

At

nght are a cafe in Urumal

o and a

Ils and flat
free-market merchant.

Kashi, China

11

wears a shawl over her
serving ro

bread called nan
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The experience, '
_v:s:Lt::rs. wus wumeawl;:;nlOISei?,ls
imprisoned by Adolf Hitler’s Nazisg
| I read about 3 Polish jouma]is't
Iln Wprld War II who said he was
Rept in a cell five paces long,” he
went on. “Well, ours were 'onlv
tnree paces long. We were always
han_dcuffcd. and our legs were
challned lo leg irons that weighed
15 kilograms (33 pounds ). The only
food was rice and corn. We were
kept there for three years, and then
sent out to do hard labor.”

Dawut (not his real name) is an
intellectual of the Uighur national-
ity. His people, who speak a Turkic
language and are Muslims, are a
tiny minority in China. But they are
the largest ethnic group in Xin-
jiang, China’s extremely sensitive
northwestern province, which has
a 1,925-mile border with the Soviet
Union and covers roughly a sixth of

China.

3.9 Million in Province

According to the 1982 census,
there were about 5.9 million Ui-

ghurs in Xinjiang and only about
5.3 million Hans, or ethnic Chinese.

The province's total population was

put at 13.1 million.

«~ For the nast three decades, the

province's official name has been

Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Re-

gion, and the authorities are pre-
paring a massive celebration In

Qctoher for the region's 30th anni-
versary. But a visit to Xinjiang and
interviews with some of the Uighur
activists make it plain that the
Uighurs have little in the way of
autonomy.

Despite some recent ‘advanccs,
there is still serious racial trouble

mmm—‘i’rm
mw‘—ﬂ_uﬁnﬂﬁ-lhem the
expected retirement of Gen. Wang
Enmao, a Chinese who as provin-
cial Communist Party leader ha::
ruled Xinjiang [or most of the pas

36 years, could exacerbalc the

roblem. Tarito-
"Yiniiang is our land, our
ke his real name).

» Abliz (not ‘
;':;'other young Uighur intellectual,
told two reporters. o bl

gpoke in hus _
(mIP){fe afit)gr being assured of ano

Please see CHI

s

NA, Page 10
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Continued from Page 1

nymity and after turning up the
volume on a televigion get in the

room where the interview Look
place.

“The Chinese brought lots of
(Han) people here in the 19508,” he
went on,

| “80 now the ulatj
rauo is nearly 50-50. But for impor-

tant jobs and money, it’s not any-

ing like 50-50.
Uighurs in Xinjiang like to tell a

wry joke about a Uighur shoemak-
er who meets a fellow worker, a
Han, who is newly arrived in the
province. The next day the Han is

apoointed bess over the Uighur,

and the next he is made director of
the factory. A week later he be-
comes a member of the provincial
Communist Party committee.

Generally, Uighurs and Hans
ittend separate schools at the ele-
nentary and secondary levels. At

XINJIANG
PROVINCE

Xinjiang University, in _Urumql.
Uighurs and Hans are assigned (o
separate dormitories and separate
dimng rooms.

Prof. Cao Xiangui, a language
professor at the university, whe
“answered the call of the party
and came out here from Peking in
1955, explained the gegregation:
“The local people, they have mut-
ton: we eat pork. They don't. like
the smell of our food. _!ts not
convenient to eat together.

In Kashi (Kashgar), a town on
Xinjiang's western border, most
Hans live in_..mgggmingﬂ
block apartment buildings,
Ui rhurapzllivé" in old, mud- walled
houses. The houses have no run-
' r- children, many of them

es, walk

| caked with dirt and Bort_hawoﬁll

I

| buckets and carry

!

_ ver dirt pa
scveral blocks 9YCL ) om home on

shoulder yokes, much as  people did
in the Middle Ages.

i -

faz:rr.las and factories in Xinjiang.

€y came singing propaganda
s:mga they had learned in citjes like
Peking and Shanghai. The most
popular was called “Xinjiang Hao

Difang,”
Lhis:;
“How nice is Xinjiang; fine pas-
Lures both in south and north: the
defen has turned into fertile fields.
‘How B8weet are the grapes,
apples and melons, and the whole
drca 1s covered by coal, iron, gold
and silver.”

Change in Writing

Cac, the language professor, said:
“Before the liberation, I lived a
poor life. If it were not for the
liberation (the Communist take-
over), I would not have gone to
college. I thought to myself: The
party has done so much for me, I
should do what the party asks.”

The authorities also tried to force
the Uighurs o give up their written
language. At first, efforts were
made to try to have the Uighurs use
the Cyrillic alphabet, as Central
Asian people are required to do in
the Soviet Union. Later, as rela-
tions between China and the Soviet
Union deteriorated, a campaign
was initiated to get the Uighurs to
use the Roman alphabet. This, too,
has been abandoned.

For the first two decades under
Communist control, Xinjiang was
run by Wang, a lieutenant general
in the People’s Liberation Army
who entered the province with the

. : t
first of Mao Tse-tung's troops s€n
to take over from the Nationalist

forces in 1949.

and the lyric went like

It was Wang who made sure that |

inji did not fall under the

influence 0O

it was Wang who kept calm in the
‘province while Fﬁg _ were_being

brought i from the T
But during the Cutura’ /%,
of the late 19608, young

complained that Wang

' i * in Xin-
n “independent kingdom " 1n
jaiang and in 1969 he was forced to

as the most

them. Red
ks Ouwlde

Uighurs

Uighur activis
Cultural Revolution W

difficult period for

burned booO
Guards prevented
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but when a reporter tried to talk
with her in Chinese, she demurred,
gaying, ‘I no Chinese."”

Later, in her home, she displayed
an kinglish-language textbook that
showed she had been studying
I'nglish not from Uighur but from
Chinese. She proudly showed a
picture of her father, and said he
was a Uighur activist who had died
in prison in the 19608 after being
branded a counterrevolutionary.

Called Undisciplined

Hans, for their part, complain
that the Uighurs are not disciplined
cnough, that they gpend too much

time at parties and not enough at
the hard work to which Chinese are

accustcmed.
“The Uighurs don’t bring up

their children correctly,” a young

Chinese woman said as she passed a
Uighur child on the street. “The

parents let the kids eat anything

they want.” '
Justin Jon Rudelson, 23, a native

of Los Angeles who has been
working 1n a scientific institute in

Urumgi since January and is one of

2 handful of Amerncans who speaks
Uighur, said he has found that “by
choice, there's very little mixing
by the Hans and Uighurs of Xin-
) vince. |
]13}'}%1:;0}13“ who came here to
Xinjiang were gemgnely trying tg
help their country,” he said, anh
the Hans who came here are muc

FUrog 2an. :
oc e Uighurs were the ﬁrSt'_l%?I}..r
- S je Lo Dave a Buripy ™.
tral Asian Pﬁﬁ.e than 12 centuries

e An 18-year-old Uighur 'I
~ girl who approached American vis-
itors spoke a few words of English,

from practicing their
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2 l|h tioy ) d we were counter-

was nol freed until the 1970s. “Th
j_udge was a Uighur, but he was a:
ignoramus.”

After Mao's death and the end of
the Cultural Revolution, the cen-
Lral_ government began easing its
policies toward the Uighurs and
other minority peoples. But from
1979 to 1981, Xinjiang was in
turmoil. i

Uighurs battled Hans in a series
of violent incidents. In Kashi, the
assassination of a young Uighur
peasant by a Han' official touched
off communal clashes in which two
people were killed and many others

were wounded. At one point, about
200 armed Uighurs_tried unsuc-

cessfully to storm an army base
near Kashi.

~Meanwhile, thousands of Hans
who had been sent from Shanghai

to work in Xinjiang began pressur-
__________.——-——___"___—————-—
Red Guards burned
books outside mosques
and prevented Uighurs
and other Muslims

religion.
/

ing the authorities to let them go

. e
“In the most serious incident,
B of thousands of

ing matesois :ce in mid-1981,

tour of the POV = " decided to

that year he

’i

1
!
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CﬂlN A: Ethnic Clashes Have Jolted Northwest

. Continued from Page 10
Xinjiang to tourists and other for-

cigners will help "to Tet the world

know about the Uighurs™
Several of the Uighurs inter-

viewed 1n Xinjlang said they are
pleased by Deng's economic re-
formms, which have meant more
money and more freedom for indi-
vidual enterprise.

“Deng is good for our stomachs,”
ayoung Urghur teacher said.

Nevertheless, there are still

sﬂf&ns of problems in Xinjiang. Last
arch. tEe provincial puﬁ[é secu-

rity department issued a public
hotice about damage to broadcast-
Ing lines in the province. It warned
that “lawless elements who delib-
crately sabotage these wires”
weuld be punished.

deveral changes, some of them
aready undertaferf. could upset
the delicate balance between
and Uighur.

According to informed sources,
Wang, 73, will step aside this fall as
Parly first secretary, the top post in
lhe province. And it is not clear
Whether another Han will be sent
N or whether the post will go, for
the first time. to a Uighur. 2¢

Over the years. Wang has pro-
gmted Several Uighur officials to
"gh-ranking positions. Two pro-
Yincial  party secretaries, Ismail
xl‘\,f‘nat and Tomur Dawamat, are
'Rhurs, and both are members of

Lhe Centeal Comimittee of the Com-

Must Party of China.
lw'[:tw reduction in tenswon  be-
-=teh China and the Soviet Union

1Y also have an impact. Over the

- -

R R e e

dain

past five years, China has kept as
many as 275,000 soldiers in Xin- .

jlang, along with half a million
military personnel in the Construc-
tion and Production Corps. Most
are Hans from other provinces.
They are stationed in Xinjiang to
protect China’s barders, but they
have been available to help main-
tain internal security.

A Uighur activist, asked how he
{eels about the improvement in

‘Deng is good for our
stomachs,’ a young
Uighur teacher said.

China’s relations with the Sowet

maybe some

leave.
~ Early this year, work began o a

new rail line that will run eventu-

will be AT
official said, rei€
cient caravan track

Chinese. Intensive efforts are yn-
der way lo develop oil, coal and
min€ral reserves in Xinjiang. Com-
panies such as Bechtel, Inc., the
large US. engineering firm, have
been asked to help plan and build
mining and refining facilities.
Any discovery of new il or
ineral A LT X Sy
touch off new disputes over how
much the Uighurs will share in the
wealth—controversies comparable
to those invalving American Indi-
ans in the United States.
According to a Uighur )oke In
Xinjiang, when the first rail line
was completed to Urumqi, in the

early 1960s, the Lrains coming Into
the province made a sound like “cAi
chi chi,” which in Chinese means
“eat, eat, eat.

On the way out, as the joke hasiit,

the trains seemed to be saying, “Chi_
bao le, chi bao le, chi bao le”—"T'm

Tl Tofl fmfll™

/

il T TS—

‘




‘hi ]

& B a

a4 & = &8 &

-

S—

-'-‘..-'.Jli‘..‘

@ ® & @ @ ® & ® & N &

d @ & @

~ . _

-
e T TR

1=
T

R ., W S—
.
L ]

L e ———

[ ——

z
|
g
|
|
i
!

i a
&

. R .
n II
.

R

e Jj'-t-.-_*-.“-iﬂnqi.r--p-n--‘-m.., S

T e SR - e Sl = W gl . g P e gy

.

f
;
:

LIS

L,
4
!
1
.

e e ]

!
(5 )

A g W o

- -'III‘-"

o) i
IREJRAR
E14#237713) -

\,hrqu T I.‘

T R - . S S R . - .

—_— _ B L

!

W
A\

- - E I

-
o g T ——

o ol R s

-—

i

: } : X

] l | g
| - »

| ] \

| : )

.
'
e ——————————
e E___ — I
ey
- -
Al i e g

_—
1 : 'I-. : - .J 1 0
R U A T -
. [ TR ek I o
#
E
LR A = L e

e = ® - aw® e

" . . -
+;" ,.?'_‘.f r

daoasl ﬁ.p_ﬂ.?uﬂ:& _-':,,1



..'.'1_. X :

l-r"_".

- " .. L

il 4 F "

e = L d

o) i

.'-,.; ____-.hr.‘

. N 'it'." y
> ‘.,I-'i- o

L @ ..'. o

o L

B e B s et ® s AL s
ey - g et -

g gy W

P w o . av ¥ ""-"""" -
-

A . -
. e ] L - .
- ¥ e L 5. - L ' "
) ' 4 i F ™
'\:"I.'.- "'-."-" -
l.. '_".ﬂ‘.'- ‘ 1
i ¥ o b WY
I X - & "..'-' . 4
i g Yl £ - Ly - - '
5 & -'Iw:ﬂI o Ly T P R ; % s
P PR R Ll Wt b E 2 .
R R S S e e A A S oy T . _ \
..h\":‘f Fy l‘.".l- 5 ki r L . .
ey i A A L B il
1 - LY +L‘.' il . 3 u
- I'_ N TR % i - E [/ el '
iy ;.‘. ) I v K E " F J
I1 i *-,‘ - ‘:-"n.l .-!' o ! i ] .
- A, ] A L8 A s
3 “ | [ 4 B 2
b |
K ‘1 I . N g ¥
o - e . il oy
e - » 1 s | -
B Ly L ¥
1 L3
&
< i
¥ : . . — —_— - = [
. - T AR T T R P L - L] LB - w i - e S E T il

. e e e Yegw LeT o oa L

e VAT BT LIV il SRty el B W o

8y John E. Woodruff

Yeking Bureau of The Sun| .' TW M , I% ' J’ ..r

KASHGAR, China — Silay Da '

Mullah sat cross-legged on a broad ,84./)/(*1"46- - SO o
portico as windblown mulberries |
Jently thudded onto a rattan roof
\nd he counted off the rights Nin-
lang province's Uighurs and ather
Muslim peoples have regained since
the cultural revolution:

0 Mullahs. the religious leaders ol
the province's thousands of
mosques, are no longer jalled or for-
bidden to preach.

O Coples of the Koran, the Mus-
im blble. are no longer routinely
~onfiscated or burned on the spot by
ampaging teenagers.

0O Mosques that had been turned
nic schoois, factorics and store-
louses are now back In the hands of
the religious. Some congregations
have received payments for the de-

cade or more that they were thrown |
out of thelr mosques. |

Growing numbers of Xinjlang .

Muslims are being permitted — and ‘ | '
finding the means — to make the | _ | | e mALs
e < . § A

oligrimage to Mecca. some 2.500 mi- | pra ke
'es southwest of China's farthest A mosque in the city of Kashgar — once again a place of worship for China's Muslims e AL e O

western city'.
Qllav Na Mullah hirmaall vere o~




e b

imong some 100 Muslims from Nin-
lang who were permitted (0 make
he hayl (pligrimage) to Saudl Arabla
— nominally required of all Muslims
W least once in thelr lifetimes — In
1982, as China began to open the
joor to the plligrims. Last year, the
wmber grew to 1,200

But the religious repression of the
~ultural Revolution years ltell espe-
‘ally heavily on Muslim people all
wer China, and it has left scars that
seem to heal only slowly here and
lsewhere

Mullahs In many places spent
sears In Jall. Dozens In this clity
spent a year or two In labor
schools.” and two were confined for
nore than 10 years, Silay Da Mullah
ald in an Interview last month.

~These are serious questions from
wstory. and we have been careful

ot to investigate or ask too many
juestions about them,” the mullah
ald. when asked how many Muslim
eligious leaders In Kashgar were
waten by Red Guards or by thelr
ceepers during continement.
Hundreds of thousands of Chi-
a’s Muslim households were visited
v Red Guards who ransacked their
ouses. confiscating or burning the
{oran and carting off any reilglous
bjects that could not be des| royed

n the spot. In many places; even
ugs were taken, because Muslims
1ise them for their daily prayers.

The repression that Muslims
1wced across China was of aiplece
‘ith that inflicted on all of the rell-
jous. Buddhtsts. Catholics and Prot-
.stants all were hounded, and lost
ontrol of thelr places of woi*shlp.

nany of which were destroyed or
lamaged beyond repair. |
Religlous worship has been re-

b
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Silay Da Mullah, a religious leader of the Uighurs, prepares to pray.

covering steadily In recent years as

the Communist Party seeks to “thor-
oughly negate the Cultural Revolu-
tion.” but In Xinjlang, the recovery Is

colored by special conditions.

[ike Buddhism in Tibet, Islam in

Xinjlang has the special flavor asso-
clated with the non-Chinese peoples
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The dominant people here in Chi-
na's remote western deserls arc the
Uighurs, a Turkish-speaking an
Turkish-looking minority who have
more {n common with thelr Mediter-

ranean cousing than with the Han

Chinese. The Chinese write in differ-
ent characters, cal different foods,

wear different clothing, have differ-
ent marriage and child-rearing cus-
toms, and look and think more like
fast Asfans and less like the Middle
Fasterners who are the sources Of

Ulighur culture.
Silay Da Mullah made a point O

mentioning that most of the Red

Guard tecnagers who came 10 his
house on several occasions (o confls-
cate his Korans and warn against
religion were themselves fellow Ul-

ghurs.
But other Uighurs, {nterviewed

out of the hearing of Chinese of{1-
clals, express a resentful awareness
that the Cultural Revolution was a
Chinese affair, that the religions of
minority nationalities ltke the Ui-
ghurs and the Tibetans became |Its
victims only by the coincidence that
China controls the lands where they

live.
“We did not question the fact thai

China owns Xinjlang.” one elderly
school teacher said as he kibbitzed
at a curbside checkers game. “Bul
now the Chinese themselves say
they were wrong to do those things.
and they apologize for all the trouble
they caused. Do they expect us o
accept apologies on behalf of the

dead. too?”
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