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Xinjiang Uygur

Autonomous Region

The Largest Part of Territory of
China Xinjlang on the north-
weslern border in the interior of
Central Asia was sel up as an
autonomous region in  October
1, 1955, 1t has an area of more than
1.6 milion square kilometres, one-
sixth the size of China and larger
than any other province or autono-
mous region, and a population
of more than 13 million, about one-
eighticth of China’s total population.

Xinjiang is surrounded almost on
all sides by high mountains and
plateaus. The Kunlun Mountains
tower in the south and over its bound-
ary with Tibet and Qinghai. The
Altay rajpe runs in the northeast and
along ;i:5 border with the Mongolian
Pegele’s Republic, extending from
yythwest to southeast. Lying in the
west and on its border with the Soviet
Union are also many high mountains
and platcaus including the Pamirs
which form the top of the terrain.

Across the middle part of the re-

gion lies the Tianshan Mountain Area

which consists ol scveral ranges run-
ning parallel from west to east. The
Tianshan range divides Xinjiang into
two vasltly different natural geographi-
cal regions, northern and southern
Xinjiang dotted with numerous in-
termontane basins and valleys, There
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are found the Tarim Basin, Turpan
Basin and Junggar DBasin as the
largest three of basins of China. The
Turpan Basin, with its centre surface
more than 150 metres below sea level,
1s the country’s lowest spot.

Many of the mountains in Xinjiang,
mostly wilth an elevation of 4,000 to
5,000 metres above sca level, are
covered under ice and snow all year
round. Tall and majestic, the snow-
covered  topography of  these
mountains crisscrossed by intermon-
tane pastures and glaciers extending
as far as 30 kilometres, creales a
green and white scene of unearthly
beauty.

Xinjiang is rich in natural resources
though most of these remain to be
tapped or exploited. It has a total of
3.2 million hectares of cultivated
land to give a per capita ratio 1.5
times greater than the national aver-
age. In addition, 50 million hectares
ol grassland suitable for grazing are
found there, about one-fourth ol the
national total of grassland. Agricul-
lural products are in great abundance
and a wide variety by Xinjiang for
its fertile soil, known as a major long-
staple cotton producer and the “land
of fruit and mclons” of China,

Xinjlang possesses a wealth of
wildlife resources. So far 586 specics
of wild animals and 3,569 specics of
plants have been found here. Among
those wild animals with high
economic value are sables, wild deer,
muskrats, marmots, brown bears,

snow leopards, lynxes, wild donkeys,
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wild camels, and snow pheasants.
Xinjiang has a forest arca of 2.84
million hectares in which dragon
spruce, larch, birch, and poplar grow.
In addition, it has 260,000 million
hectares of water surface for aquatic
production.

Xinjiang boasts 118 kinds of
minerals, accounting for 80 per cent
of the usable mineral deposits in
China discovered so far. Mineral re-
serves Include gold, silver, copper,
nickel, manganese, lead, antimony,
crystal, Iceland spar, and jade. The
three largest basins of China in the
rcgion are all richly endowed with
petroleum,  Besides, Xinjiang  leads
the country in coal deposits.

Xinjiang was on the “Silk Road”
lecading to Central Asia and West Asia
over 2,000 ycars ago. As an ancient
trade route it has atiracted historians
and visitors from all corners of the
world.

Since the Chinese Government’s
implementation of the open policy in
1979, Xinjiang has set up eight
Chinese-foreign joint ventures includ-
ing Tianshan Textile Company Lid.
Cooperative projects have also been

undertaken by it with foreign co-

operators for development of produc-
tion and exploitation of the area.
Construction has now got under-

way In Xinjiang to turn it into a

major base for building northwest
China. Its role in national construc-
tion will undoubtedly become more
and more important.

A Muliinationality Region Xin-
jlang 1s a region of many nationali-
ties, Indigenous to the rcgion are the
Uygurs, Kazaks, Hans, Huis, Mongo-
lians, Kirgizs, Tajiks, Xibes, Man-
chus, Daurs, Tatars, and Russians,
among whom the Uygurs, numbering
more than 5.9 million, form the, larg-
est ethnic group. Mostly concentrat-
ed in the lertile part of southern Xin-
jlang, the Uygurs enguge in farming.
Most Uygurs believe in Islam,

Second to the Uygur population
come the Kazaks with a population of
more than 900,000. Most of them in-
habit northern Xinjiang, living off
aninmal husbandry. Except for a small
number engaged in agriculture who

have settled down, the majority are
herders who migrate in rhythm with



the seasons in search of water and
grass.

Other  nationalities  have  smull
populations and are scattered all over
Xinjiang, Some of them are engaged
In herding, some in farm producticn.

Alter the founding of New China
in 1949, the Chinese Government, in
accordance with the Constitution,
practised national regional autonomy
In areas where people of minority na-
tionalities  live in compact  com-
munities.  In 1955, Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region was established
on the basis of autonomous prefce-
tures and counties. From then on,
the people of different nationalities
within Xinjiang have become their
Own masters and are more united than
EVCr. '

The various minority nationalitics
In Xinjiang have not only been shown
great concern by the Chinese Govern-

ment an politics, they haye also been
helped  in  their  development  of
economy and culture. Over the past
50 or so years, 13.4 billion yuan has
been allotied by the state to Xinjlang,
12.6 billion of which has been used
In capital construction. Previously,
there was only one power plant with
an old turbine generator of 300
Kilowatts in the capital city, Urumagi,
not to say railway construction, iron
smelting and steel making, and
machine building. In contrast to this
arc now more than 4,000 industriul
enterprises that have been set up in

Statistical Graph of Social and Economic Conditions in Xinjiang
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Xinjiang for developing various in-
dustrial lines including iron and steel,
petroleum, coal, power, machincery,
chemical, textile, sugar refining,
paper, lanncery and cigarcite making
industries, Great advances have been
made 1n highway and railway con-
struction, and development ol civil
aviation, Xinjiang has now made
itsell by its development an important
alr route of China to the Middle East
and Western Europe.

Xinjiang used to have few primary
and secondary schools, and only one
college in the past. But by now it

has come to have 160,000 college
graduates trained and a student body
ol more than 30,000 at its educational
institutions of higher learning.

A Kazak dance in festival costume.
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Animal  Husbandry  Grassland
forms nearly one-third of Xinjiang,
making it the biggest livestock breed-
ing centre of China. On the northern
and southern sides of the Tianshan
Mountains, there are both plains and
mountain pastures, some suitable for
winter and some for summer grazing.
Abundant water and luxuriant grass
are provided by such ideal grazing
grounds as pastures hallway up the
Tianshan and Altay mountains and
those in river valleys. In Xinjiang,
natural pastureland covers an area of
80 million hectares, of which 46
million are usable and 13 million are
of high quality. The area is capable
of feeding more than 60 million
domestic animals. But only 55.6 per
cent of the total area of pastureland

has been employed; therefore, there
is still much to be exploited.

Xinjiang boasts many superior” ™

breeds of livestock. More camels and
horses are raised here than in the
other four provinces and autonomous
rcgions ol northwest China. The
fumous 1li horses are often referred
to as “heavenly steeds.”  In addition
to fine-wool sheep, well-known breeds
include the big-tail sheep of Fuhai
and Kuche sheep. The lambskin
produced in Kuche has found its way
into the international market. |

Xinjiang has a conspicuous con-
tinental climate, with highly change-
able temperature, sharp difference in
temperature between day and night,
intense  evaporation and  little
precipitation. A typical description of

o




this is an old saying in Xinjiang: “’i V.
“Fur couls in the morning and pos- "52
samier at noon,  ealing  juicy
watermelons by the fire.,” Also an '

e

1deal place for developing agriculture,
Xinjlang  grows wheal, rice, and
maize, and cash crops like cotton, oil-
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bearing  plants, beets, tobacco, and
hemp.  Xinjiang’s long-staple cotton,
with libres reaching a length of 38
10 40 millimetres, is of wp quality.
At present, cotton occupies only 50
per cent ol the land devoted 1o cash
crops, but the output has soared 1o
morc than 50 million kilograms.
Karamay, which in the Uygur
language means “a place where bluck
oil pours out,” is located on the
northwestern  rim  of  the  Junggar
Basin. Belore 1949, there wasn't even
a mark on the mup for this place.
It was by chance that some pussing
herders nodced pits [filled with a
black liquid that could be used as fuel
and lubricants. This crude oil was
carricd to nearby towns and traded
lor grain, Later on, the spol was
identitied  as  the “Black  Oil
Mountain” recorded in  historicul
matcrials well over 1,000 years ago.
At the end of the 19th century, the
government ol the Qing Dynasty in-
spected the spot and found nine open-
ngs producing about 200 kilograms
ol oil per day. Beiween 1897 and
1949, however, only 12,000 plus wns
of crude oil was produced.

The Junggar Basin, including
“Black Oil Mountain,” has been ex-
plored scores ol times since the spring
ol 1951, The first well, drilled in

June 1955, proved this arca 10 be
productive and the oil cusy to extract.
The oil pressure is high, and the oil
does not congeal even at 50° 10 60°C
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Hanging the grapes to dry,

below zero, making it suituble for
products used in very cold arcas.
Therelore, the Chinese Government
decided to open up Karamay on a
large scale. By 1958, the project had
luken shupe and official exploitation
had hegun., By the end of 1959, this
oillield’s output of crude oil made up
one-fourth of Chinu’s 10tal.

Along with the ongoing develop-
ment ol the oillicld, Karamay became
g city 1n 1958, Most ol the residents
urc oillield workers and their fami-
lics. Now Karamay has been built into
a comprehensive petroleum complex
consisting of well drilling, oil extract-

“ing, oil relining, and complete oil

transportation facilitics, Its current
output is lour times that of the
1960s. The crude oil produced
here is piped to the nearby Du-
shanzi Oil Relinery and over a dis-
tance of several hundred kilometces to
the Urumqi Petrochemical Works, or
trunsporied by train to the interior of
China for refining, The (ucilities pro-
vided lor the oilficld in the past
few ycars have expunded its pro-
duction capucity, resulting in u yearly
crude oil extruction ol 4 million tons,
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In 1983, wells with a daily output of
over 100 tons were drilled in the
newly prospected oil quarter alony
with new ones drilled to give a daily
output of 50 1o 100 tons of oil in the
old quarter. This convincingly proves
that beneath the exploited oil layer a
rich reserve of oil is available for fur-
ther exploitation.

In the course of oil exploitation in
the Junggar Basin, a new oil-bearing
stratuny with un enormous deposit hus
been discovered in the fuult zone of
Karamay, Thus the further develop-
ment ol Xinjiang’s oil industry is vir-
lually assured,

A Land of Fruit and Melons
Among the wide variety and high out-
put ol fruit and melons in Xinjiang,
the seedless grapes of Turpan, melons
of Hami and Shanshun, fragrant pears
of Kurle, apples of 1li, thin-shelled
walnuls of Aksu, and Badan apricots
from southern Xinjiang are the most
popular both at home and ubroad,

Most parts of Xinjiung are fuyour
able for growing grapes and Hami
melon. Almost all furmers and herders

on the northern und southern sides of
the Tiunshun Mountuins huye grape
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Young people of the Kirgiz nationality.

trellises or vinevards in front of their
houses. The milky-white Turpan sced-
less grapes, due to their high sugar
content, are especially good lor being
dried into raisins. An arca of 26,000
hectares grown to Hami melon in Xin-
jlang  with an annual output of
400,000 tons i1s more than enough to
moeet domestic needs.  The product
also makes a hine export item on the
world markcet.

Along the rivers and valleys in the
1li arca at the northern foot of the
Tianshan Mountains there are several
wild Iruit forests, including a large
primeval  forest of  wild  walnut
extending more than 180 kilomweters,
a wild apple forest covering an arca
of more than 400 hectares, and a wild

Badan apricot forest covering more

than 460 hectares. What needs special
mention is that wild fruit reserves as
these are by no means common either
in China or elsewhere in the world.

Aitiga Mosque, the Kizil Ten-Thou-
sand Buddha Grottoes and “Flaming

Mountain” As Islam 1s a dominant

religion in Xinjiang, mosques are scen
cverywhere. The Aitiga Mosque in the

.centre of Kashi city is the largest,

with a capacity for 6,000 to 7,000
worshippers. No wrillen record cun
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The traditional way of crafting a lute.

tell us exactly when the Aitiga
Mosque was constructed, Lepend has
it that in A.D. 1798 an Uygur woman
by the name of Guililaina died of ill-
ness in Kashi on her way to Pakistan.,
She lelt a sum of money with which
the people built Aitiga Mosque, La-
ter on, another Uypur woman named
Zuoliyuhun was preparing for her pil-
grimage to Mcececea atter having saved
u large sum of money. Unlortunately
her way was blocked by a civil war
in Persia and she had to return home.
Back in Kashi, she devoted all her
money (0 the expunsion of Ailiga
~Mosque, and she bought vast cex-
panses ol land in the suburbs for it.
Having undergone several renovations
in successive dynasties, the mosque
came into its present shape in 1838.
On cither side of the huge rectlan-
gular gate of the mosque stand two
minarets, more than ten metres in
height, The minarets are connected
with the gate by low walls, which suc-
cessfully make them appear as one
picce. The surfaces of the cream-
coloured walls are inlaid with white
brick lines in decorative patterns, The
crescent-moon-shaped  top of the
minarets and the white dome above
the gate stand like three legs of a
tripod. With groups ol buildings
erccted over an area of more than
16,000 square kilometres, the whole

mosque covers a floor space of about
1 heclare.

The prayer hall in the mosque is
160 metres long and 16 metres wide.
Supported by 140 green carved wood-
cn pillars, the white ceilings of the
hall arc painted with dillerent pat.
terns of flowers and plants.  Decorat-
ing the wall in the centre of the hall
are pointed niches embellished with
a varicty ol brightly colourcd flower
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patterns. LEvery year during the Cor-
bun und Roza festivals, the number
of worshippers surpasses 50,000 while
al other times there are no fewer
than scveral thousand per day,

Xmjiang was onc of the regions
where Buddhism and Buddhist art
prospered. According to historical rec-
ords, Buddhism was introduced 1o
Xinjiang as early as the Ist century
via the “Silk Road.” Buddhism
flourished in Xinjiang for more than
1,000 years prior to the arrival of
Islam, which more or less replaced
Buddhism in the 13th century.

The Kizil Grottoes — the earliest
of their kind — are considered the
most  famous grottoes  in China,
There are 230 grottoes here thut haye
been renovated and numbered, These
grottoes include one which contained
stutucs of Buddha and was usced for
worshipping, a lecture or meditation
hall for monks and nuns, and the
Grotio of Arhals, a site for burying
the ashes of the dead. Other caves
were used as sitting rooms and store-
houses for food and grain. An archi-
tectural complex as complete as this
adds immcasurably to our under-
standing of Buddhism and Buddhist
art — the murals  preserved  within
these  grottoes are second only 1o
those ol the fumous Dunhuang Grot-
toes. These muruls depict a variety
of figures of the Buddha, Bodhisattva,
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A service at lhe mosque in Ining.
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On their way to the fair,

events n the life of Sukyamuni, and
processional  scenes. Pictures  depict-

folk

ing lite and scenes of  larm
work, mountains, rivers, flowers,

herders, birds, and beasts present a
panoramic vicw of the history and
lite of Xinjiang from the 3rd century
10 the 13th century —its  politics,
cconomy, culture, cconomic and cul-
tural exchanges between China and
the West.

I'ound in the Turpan Basis in the
famous site of “Fluming Mountain”
100 Kilometres long and 10 kilometres
wide., Made up of red sanidstone,
Flaming Mountain is also called **Red
Mountuin®™ by the local people. ‘T'he
blazing sun makces the llumclike gul-
lics and the reddish brown sandstone
glisten as il on hire. On sununer alier-
noons, the temperateie ol the sunds
can ris¢ as high as 82°C. It is said
thut epgs can be “boiled” in the sand
pits and cakes “baked” on the sand-
stone,

T'hie mountuin ligures in an episode
of the classic Chinese fantasy novel
Journey to the West. In the story,
the Tang priest Xuanzang and his
three disciples are blocked by Flaming
Mountain on their way to the Wesl
to seck the Buddhist scriptures.
Thanks to Monkcy, who subdues the
Ox-Demon King and the Iron-Fan

Princess with his magic power, they
obtain the iron fun — the only Mcans
by which the flumes can be extin-
guished — and are able to conlinue
their journcy.  This legend has be-
come a favorite tale in China.

Not far from Fluming Mountain are
the well-preserved  remains of  two
cities, Gaochang and )iaohe, and some
groups of ancient tombs dating from
the 3rd to the 6th century. The sin-
gular landscapes of the region, to-
pether with its historic sites and the
beuutiful  legends  associated  with
them, have drawn ever lurger groups
ol visitors.

e i
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KNOW CHINA,
UNDERSTAND CHINAI

"What is China really like
today?” The following books,
- published just recently, answer

the question one way or
another:

CHINA: A C[NERAL SURVEY
CHINA: AN INTRODUCTION
CHINA: FACTS AND FlGURES
CHINA HANDBOOK SERILS:
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Fustory
Politics
Economy

Education and Science
Literature and the Arts
Sports and Public Health

Life and Lifestyles
Tourism

Beijing, China
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